
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Security Council – Research Report I 
 
Issue: The role of diplomacy in de-escalating the Russian-Ukrainian conflict. 
 
Introduction to the Topic: 
 
Since the end of World War II, there have not been any major wars fought on European soil, 
however, on the 24th of February 2022, Russia started a “Special Military Operation” in Ukraine. 
That operation was a see-through disguise of war as invasions towards Ukrainian land and illegal 
annexation of Luhansk, Donetsk, Zaporizhzhia and Kherson were being conducted throughout 
months. The invasion was highly motivated due to recent Ukraine proximity with NATO and the 
EU, which would allow NATO to place nuclear weapons in Ukraine, a bordering country of 
Russia. Most expected the war to be over in few months or even weeks with a fallen apart Ukraine, 
however, the Ukrainian resistance, Russian disorganization, and the support of western countries, 
have created a different result. Still, the war goes on and there is no definite outcome. Recently, 
there have been many attempts of peace talks, which all turned unsuccessful. Amongst the nuclear 
war threat, the targeting of Ukrainian water and electricity supply, the peak of winter, the 
humanitarian issues, and the trauma crisis there is a huge pressure on reaching successful peace 
talks. During the war, Vladimir Putin stated Russia was open to negotiate, however, their 
conditions would be catastrophic to Ukraine, such as its dissolution, having Russian as the official 
language, reject any invitation to join NATO, between many other conditions that concurrently go 
against Ukraine and other Member States. 
Zelenskyy wished to have direct talks with Putin towards a cease-fire. This led to a meeting 
between delegates of each country in Belarus on the 28th of February. The talks continued to 
March, eventually online, and, on the 10th of March, the Ministers of foreign affairs of both 
countries agreed to talk in Ankara, reconvening in Istanbul, under Turkish mediation, on the 29th 
of March. Ukraine presented the “Istanbul Communiqué" which were conditions for a cease-fire. 
This turned out unsuccessful as Putin told the Italian Prime Minister, at that time, Mario Draghi 
that it was not time yet to negotiate a cease-fire nor to have a meeting directly with Zelenskyy. 
Negotiations on the Ukraine’s proposal, however, continue, and while reaching a consensus on 
some points there were two key issues which are yet to be agreed on; security issues and Crimea's 
status. Putin states that Ukraine is making negotiations impossible, however, it is his aims that are 
unreachable.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Background Information: 
Kiev is known as the city that “birthed” the Slavic community, and this would explain the Russians 
interest in Kiev and Ukraine, as a sign of power within the Slav states. It was only in the 18th 
century that the Russian Empire annexed Ukraine. In the 1840s, there was a rise of Ukrainian 
nationalism, which led to new Russian measures such as abolishing the Ukrainian language. When 
the Soviet Union was created, in 1922, Ukrainian population was not happy to be part of it, which 
made Stalin bitter. That led to what is known as the “Holodomor”, a genocide act of provoking 
hunger until death. This only worsened an already unstable relation.  
In the Second World War, the Ukrainians fought alongside the German Nazis against the Soviet 
Union. In 1945, the Soviet Union were on the winning side of the war, and of course Stalin did not 
forget the Ukrainians acts, much less forgive. Stalin deported Ukrainians to Siberian “Work 
Camps” or “Gulags”. Stalin’s successor, Nikita Khrushchev, in 1954, gifted Ukraine Crimea with 
no definite reason, although many believe it was to apologize for Stalin’s actions.  
In 1991 communist Russia collapsed, giving an end to the Cold War and Ukraine declared 
independence along with many other States. However, the issue of Crimea and the control of the 
Black Sea remained a sensitive issue. It was only in 1997 that Russia finally recognized Ukraine’s 
borders. In 2010, a pro-Russian candidate, Vicktor Yanukovych, came to power in Ukraine. In the 
same year, Vicktor Yanukovych on behalf of Ukraine withdrew its request to join NATO, and by 
2013 the EU. The Ukrainians were not satisfied with those decisions and made the “Maidan 
Revolution”. Due to the pressure from the revolution Yanukovych fled to Russia. Ukraine went on 
to make new elections, and Russia along with ex-president Yanukovych claimed the elections were 
not valid and were the result of a coup d'état. In March 2014 Russia, as retaliation, annexed Crimea, 
and in April 2014 pro-Russians separatists unilaterally declared Donetsk, Luhansk and Donbas 
independent. Although, they were only recognised by Russia in 2022, after the invasion where 
they immediately after called for a plebiscite which resulted in the annexation of both regions to 
Russia. That plebiscite is not recognised by Ukraine nor NATO, UN and EU. A cease-fire was 
agreed in February 2015. In 2017 Ukraine re-signed an agreement with the EU.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Source – Nightlife | October 11th 2022 | Retrieved on January 19th 2023 from https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/nightlife/the-
russian-ukrainian-war-and-what-the-future-brings/101525206 
 
Fig. 1.1 – The Areas of Ukraine Annexed by Russia in October, 2022, With the Frontline 

as at October 7, 2022, Highlighted in Orange 
 
 
Focus of the Debate & Significant Parties: 
 

• Delegates should attempt to diplomatically solve not only the current war itself, but the 
root of the historical problem, by coming up with clauses delegations believe will appease 
both sides and could prevent future conflict between both.  

• Self-Determination should play a vital role in the debate, due to it being outside of conflict 
and truly a populations decision due to the amount of Russian-speaking population and 
dominant nationality of the region, however that comes from a consequence of the Russian 
historical invasions of Ukraine territory.  

Russia – Due to their historically tense relation and the recent threat of Ukraine joining NATO, 
Russia decided to create a “Special Military Operation” on Ukraine. Russia defends firmly that the 
“Special Military Operation” is not to be seen as war and that they have every right to do that 
invasion as there are defending themselves of being surrounded or bordered by NATO.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ukraine – Aims at increasing their protection led to worsening the situations with Russia, as now 
Ukraine is being invaded and under attack, although attacking back and being resilient. In 
negotiations, Ukraine presented the “Istanbul Communiqué" which were their terms to a cease-
fire. Having the support of the UN and EU, they now aim at ending war.  
United States of America – The US is the major power of NATO, therefore, having an active role 
in this conflict. They have tried to negotiate with Russia and sent troops to nearby countries. They 
stand with Ukraine, defending it should have the freedom to choose whether to join NATO or not.  
Turkey – Turkey, in order to show support for Ukraine, closed the Bosporus Strait that gives 
access to the Black Sea as it sees the “Special Military Operation” as war. Turkey also mediated a 
meeting between Ministers of Foreign Affairs of both countries.  
European Union – Europe is in great danger of war, meaning every European country has an 
important say in the matter. With some exceptions, the majority stand with Ukraine.  
China – China is a communist power, therefore, is seen as an ally of Russia, however, China has 
not taken a firm stand in order not to deteriorate relations with the west nor with Russia. It defends 
negotiations should be made but understands Russia’s security issue.  
 
Past UN Actions: 
 
The United Nations has confirmed the following accepted resolutions, as well as ICJs 
investigation; 
 
“The United Nations General Assembly adopted on Wednesday 2 March a resolution deploring 
the “aggression” committed by Russia against Ukraine (141 votes in favour, 5 against and 35 
abstentions).” 

“On 16 March the International Court of Justice ordered Russia to immediately suspend its 
military operations in Ukraine.” 

“On Thursday 24 March, the UN General Assembly overwhelmingly demanded civilian protection 
and humanitarian access in Ukraine, while also criticizing Russia for creating a “dire” 
humanitarian situation (140 votes in favour, 5 against and 38 abstentions).” 

“On 30 March the United Nations appointed three human rights experts to investigate possible 
violations of international law committed during the conflict in Ukraine.” 



 

 

 

 

 

“On 7 April, the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution calling for Russia to be suspended 
from the Human Rights Council. The resolution received a two-thirds majority of those voting, 
minus abstentions, in the 193-member Assembly, with 93 nations voting in favour and 24 against.” 

“On 12 October, the UN General Assembly passed a resolution by a large majority, calling on 
countries not to recognize the four regions of Ukraine which Russia has claimed, following so-
called referendums held in September, and demanding that Moscow reverse course on 
its “attempted illegal annexation”. The results were 143 Member States in favour, with five voting 
against, and 35 abstentions.” 

“On 14 November, the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution that calls for Russia to pay war 
reparations to Ukraine, as ambassadors met to resume their emergency special session devoted to 
the conflict. Ninety-four countries voted in favour of the resolution, and 14 against, while 73 
abstained”. 

 
Glossary & Key Terms: 
 
NATO – NATO is a military alliance of countries from Europe and North America. It provides a 
unique link between these two continents, enabling them to consult and cooperate in the field of 
defence and security, and conduct multinational crisis-management operations together. 
European Union (EU) – The European Union is a unique partnership between 27 European 
countries, known as Member States, or EU countries. 
Crimea – A peninsula in south-eastern Ukraine, between the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov. A 
former autonomous republic of the Soviet Union, now a region of Ukraine. Vital strategic location 
due to access of the Black Sea.  
Slav – One of a group of peoples in eastern, south-eastern, and central Europe, including the 
Russians and Ruthenians (Eastern Slavs), the Bulgars, Serbs, Croats, Slavonians, Slovenians, etc. 
(Southern Slavs), and the Poles, Czechs, Moravians, Slovaks, etc. (Western Slavs). 
Soviet Union – A former federal union of 15 constituent republics, in East Europe and West and 
North Asia, comprising the larger part of the former Russian Empire: dissolved in December 1991. 
Annexation – The act or an instance of annexing, especially the incorporation of new territory 
into the domain of a city, country, or state. 
Self-Determination – the process by which a country determines its own statehood and forms its 
own government. 
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Security Council – Research Report II 

 

Issue: Evaluating the rise in tension between China and Taiwan. 

 

Introduction to the topic: 

In recent years, the Chinese government has strived to regain control of Taiwan, increasing 
tensions on an international scale. The leader of the communist party, Xi Jinping, stated the 
‘reunification’ of the province “must be fulfilled”. Following this, several provocative military 
drills have been performed around Taiwanese airspace and surrounding waters, fueling fears that 
China will attempt to further escalate this dispute into armed conflict.  

 
Source – China and Taiwan. A really simple guide, published by BBC News. Retrieved (1/12/2022) 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-59900139 

Fig. 1.1 – Map depicting China’s military drills around Taiwan 

 

Several diplomatic efforts have been made in support of Taiwan, yet only 13 countries officially 
recognize Taiwan’s independence worldwide. This lack of action is mostly attributed to Taiwan  



 

 

 

 

 

 

and China’s relevance in international trade, since both are key suppliers for the technology sector 
worldwide; either allowing war to erupt or imposing economic sanctions on China would be 
extremely detrimental to the global economy and international relations.  

 
Source – China and Taiwan. A really simple guide, published by BBC News. Retrieved (1/12/2022) 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-59900139 

Fig. 1.2 – Infographic on Taiwan’s Relevance in the Technology Sector 

 

These developments seem to be correlated with the Chinese government’s recent action in the 
South China Sea – building artificial islands in an attempt to claim and control international waters 
and secure key trade routes - and as a consequence, friction has risen between the US and China, 
especially after the Speaker of the US House of Representatives, Nancy Pelosi, visited the island, 
setting the stage for an environment akin to the Cold War.   

 

Background information: 

In the 17th century, an island around 160km away from mainland China, known previously as 
Formosa (now Taiwan), was brought under Chinese control for the first time. About 2 centuries  



 

 

 

 

 

 

after the Qing dynasty first started administering the territory, in 1895, China lost Taiwan after 
having lost the first Sino Japanese war. 50 years later, with the end of the Second World War, 
Japan was forced to relinquish governance over the island, leaving it to fall on Chinese hands once 
again.  

However, shortly after, civil war erupted in mainland China. The two sides in the conflict were 
comprised of the nationalist party, whose leader was Chiang Kai-shek, and the communist party, 
with Mao Zedong at the helm. Within 3 years, communist control over Beijing was secured, and 
the remains of the nationalists were forced to flee, securing Taiwan as a safe haven, which 
remained under Kai-shek's rule for decades to follow.  

 

                                          
Source – Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia, Retrieved (1/12/2022) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chiang_Kai-shek 

           Fig. 1.3 – Photograph of Chiang Kai-shek Chiang Kai-shek 

 

On one hand, China claims Taiwan was and still is a Chinese province, and, therefore, have the 
right to rule over the territory and its inhabitants. On the other hand, members of the Kuomintang 
(Taiwanese nationalist party) argue that they have always been an independent, separate part of 
China, since the People’s Republic of China was established in 1949.                           

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

For decades, since the People’s Republic of China was founded, relations between Beijing and 
Taipei have remained hostile, with most forms of trade, travel and communication being heavily 
restricted. However, this animosity died down towards the end of the 1980s, and some instances 
of private visits, indirect trade and investment were observed.  

More recently, ties between both countries reached a peak, when a meeting between leaders of the 
Kuomintang and the Chinese Communist Party was held in 2015. Soon after this historic reunion, 
relations quickly deteriorated in 2016, after Tsai Ing-wen, from the Democratic Progressive Party 
– which defends Taiwan’s independence – was elected as president.         

Under the rule of Xi Jingping, China has shaped into an increasingly authoritarian regime, with an 
unrelenting foreign and domestic policy determined to suppress values such as freedom and 
democracy, as was seen during the 2019-2020 Hong Kong protests, further aggravating Taiwanese 
reluctance on falling into Beijing’s control. 

Today, the number of Taiwan’s inhabitants who identify only as Taiwanese is increasing, and so 
is the sentiment that the island’s independence should be safeguarded, making it of exceptional 
importance to ascertain if and how this should be achieved, all the while maintaining global peace 
and order. 

 
Source – China and Taiwan. A really simple guide, published by BBC News. Retrieved (date) https://www.bbc.com/news/world-

asia-china-59900139 

Fig. 1.4. – Graph depicting the fall of Chinese and rise of Taiwanese identity among the population 



 

 

 

 

 

Focus of the Debate & Significant Parties: 

As the situation unfolds, several questions remain, that delegates must try to answer and debate 
on: How can a potential conflict be prevented? Should Taiwan be deemed a sovereign, separate 
country from China? Should foreign international diplomatic or military intervention even be 
considered? The major focus of these debates will be around China, Taiwan, and the United States, 
however delegates should bear in mind that international collaboration is absolutely essential, and 
the participation of all delegations is extremely necessary. 

China – The Chinese government seems determined to continue performing military drills around 
Taiwan, and its intentions remain unknown. Despite this, most experts advise war is unlikely to 
break out in the region, since “any attempt by Beijing to forcefully take the island would be a 
hugely costly endeavor, with an uncertain outcome.” 

Taiwan – President Tsai commented, in an interview, that “the threat from Beijing is growing 
every day”. Nevertheless, the Taiwanese people remain relaxed, confident that the threat of 
invasion from China is minimal, interested in maintaining peace and in continued prosperity of the 
region. 

United States – Even though Taiwan’s military prowess is dwarfed by China’s, the United States’ 
involvement and “strategic ambiguity” has in part deterred serious action from China. President 
Joe Biden has condemned China’s actions, warning Xi’s government against further instigation, 
as to prevent military intervention in the region. Despite this, Washington’s official stance remains 
unclear, as the White House officially supports the “One-China” policy, recognizing only the 
Chinese government. 

 

Glossary & Key Terms: 

Kuomintang – Political party that governed all or part of mainland China from 1928 to 1949 and 
subsequently ruled Taiwan under Chiang Kai-shek and his successors for most of the time since 
then. 

Tsai Ing-wen – Educator and politician who became the first female president of Taiwan. 

Chiang Kai-shek – Soldier and statesman, head of the Nationalist government in China from 1928 
to 1949 and subsequently head of the Chinese Nationalist government in exile in Taiwan. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Xi Jingping – A politician and government official who became president of China in 2013 and 
general secretary of the Chinese Communist Party in 2012. He was also vice president of China 
from 2008 to 2013. 

Mao Zedong – Principal Chinese Marxist theorist, soldier, and statesman who led his country’s 
communist revolution. Mao was the leader of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) from 1935 
until his death, in 1976, and he was chairman (chief of state) of the People’s Republic of China 
from 1949 to 1959 and chairman of the party also until his death. 

CCP – With more than 85 million members, the CCP is one of the largest political parties in the 
world. It is a monolithic, monopolistic party that dominates the political life of China. It is the 
major policy-making body in China, and it sees that the central, provincial, and local organs of 
government carry out those policies. 

Nancy Pelosi – American Democratic politician who is a congresswoman from California in the 
U.S. House of Representatives (1987– ), where she served as speaker (2007–11 and 2019–23); she 
is the first woman to have become speaker of the House. Her other notable posts have included 
House minority leader (2003–07 and 2011–19). 

Chinese Civil War (1945–49) – Military struggle for control of China waged between the 
Nationalists (Kuomintang), under Chiang Kai-shek, and the Communists, under Mao Zedong. 

“One-China” Policy – Position held by the People's Republic of China (PRC) that there is only 
one sovereign state under the name China, with the PRC serving as the sole legitimate government 
of that China, and Taiwan is a part of China. It is opposed to the idea that there are two states 
holding the name "China", the People's Republic of China (PRC) and the Republic of China 
(ROC); as well as the idea that China and Taiwan form two separate countries.  

First Sino-Japanese War (25 July 1894 – 17 April 1895) – Conflict between China and Japan 
primarily over influence in Korea. After more than six months of unbroken successes by Japanese 
land and naval forces and the loss of the port of Weihaiwei, the Qing government sued for peace 
in February 1895. 
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Security Council – Research Report III 

 

Issue: Assessing drug related crimes in South and Central America 

 
Introduction to the Topic: 
Central and South America face extreme violence inflamed by transnational organized crime 
and drug trafficking. According to UNODC’s own studies, El Salvador, Guatemala, and 
Honduras now have some of the highest homicide rates in the world.   
These transnational issues present major challenges to countries within the region and to the 
wider international community. Criminal networks and their activities disrupt stability, 
undermine democratic institutions and hinder the economic activity so vital to the region. The 
trafficking of illicit cocaine has undoubtedly given stimulus to the violence, but the instability 
is embedded in weak institutions and the presence of non-state actors. 
 

Source – Statista, 22 July 2022. Retrieved 20th of January 2023 from https://www.statista.com/statistics/947781/homicide-
rates-latin-america-caribbean-country. 
 

Fig. 1.1 – Homicide Rates in Selected Latin American and Caribbean Countries in 2021 (in 
number of homicides per 100,000 inhabitants) 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Centres of excellence have been established in Mexico regarding public security statistics and 
in the Dominican Republic concerning drug demand reduction and the reform of prisons. 
Within Panama, the government has established a Regional Anti-Corruption Academy. 
 
The international community also needs to acknowledge the scale of the challenges faced by 
these regions due to the violence. Countries in the region have called for our collective support, 
we must not ignore them and offer assistance and support to countries in the region. 
 
 
Background Information: 
Although several contraband flows affect the region, the paramount crime issue is cocaine 
trafficking, the groups empowered by it, and the violence associated with this flow. 
Cocaine has been trafficked through Central America for decades, but the importance of the 
region to this flow increased dramatically after 2000 and again after 2006, due to an escalation 
in Mexican drug law enforcement. The resulting displacement effect underscores the 
importance of coordinated strategies to address the entire contraband flow, so that one 
country’s success does not become another’s problem. 
 
The implementation of the new Mexican security strategy, in 2006, has disrupted cocaine 
supply to the United States market, forcing dealers to cut purity and raise prices. These changes 
have deeply undermined United States demand for the drug, but not yet reduced the violence 
associated with the flow. 
 
The contest today is between longstanding organized crime families that effectively govern the 
remote areas of the countries in which they operate. In addition to cocaine trafficking, these 
groups are involved in a wide range of organized crime activities and manipulate local politics. 
If cocaine flows abate, they will seek revenues from other forms of acquisitive crime, such as 
extortion, which may cause violence levels to increase. 
 
In 2007, UNODC concluded that the mara groups play very little role in transnational cocaine 
trafficking. This continues to be the case. Territorial groups appear to be involved in migrant 
smuggling, human trafficking, and the firearms trade. This involvement may increase if cocaine 
revenues decline. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Source – Business Insider, 8 July 2012. Retrieved 20th of January 2023 from https://www.businessinsider.com/16-maps-of-
drug-flow-into-the-united-states-2012-7. 
 

Fig. 1.2 – Drug Trafficking Routes of South America 
 
National police services cannot resolve the organized crime problems of this region alone, 
because reducing the contraband flows requires tools they do not possess. Programmes to build 
capacity among local law enforcement cannot bring about the rapid results required, due to 
widespread corruption. The temporary use of armed forces for some law enforcement tasks 
should not delay police development and reform, including the promotion of civilian oversight. 
The international community should do what it can to supplement local criminal justice 
capacity. 

Source – Number of violent crimes against property in Brazil from 2013 to 2021, published by Statista, 18 August 2022. 
Retrieved 4th of January 2023 from https://www.statista.com/statistics/869988/number-violent-property-crimes-brazil/. 
 

Fig. 1.1 – Number of Violent Crimes Against Property in Brazil from 2013 to 2021 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Glossary & Key Terms:  
 
Organized Crime – Criminal activities that are planned and controlled by powerful groups 
and carried out on a large scale. 
 
Drug Trafficking – A global illicit trade involving the cultivation, manufacture, distribution 
and sale of substances which are subject to drug prohibition laws. UNODC is continuously 
monitoring and researching global illicit drug markets in order to gain a more comprehensive 
understanding of their dynamics. 
 
Corruption – Dishonest or fraudulent conduct by those in power, typically involving bribery. 
 
Acquisitive Crime – The offender derives material gain by illegal means, usually from another 
person or organisation. This includes shoplifting, burglary, robbery, larceny, piracy, and fraud. 
 
Contraband – Goods that have been imported or exported illegally. 
 
 
Past UN Actions: 
 

• The ''Programa de UNODC para el reforzamiento del plan de acción de la estrategia 
de seguridad en Centroamérica y México'' (Regional Programme for Central America) 
was adopted at the Ministerial Conference in Managua, Nicaragua on 23-24 Junes 2009 
by the seven Member States of the Central American Integration System (SICA), with 
Costa Rica as observer, the Dominican Republic as an Associated State to SICA and 
Mexico. It is intended to complement the Central America and Mexico Security 
Strategy Action Plan. 

 
• Representatives of the States at the Ministerial Conference also presented their 

national priorities and requested UNODC to provide state-of-the-art advisory services 
and technical assistance in order to design and implement an appropriate answer to the 
problems of drug trafficking and related transnational organized crime. 

 
• UNODC response to illicit drug trafficking, regional initiatives in Central America. 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• The Santo Domingo Pact Mechanism is an interregional programme (Central America 
and the Caribbean) which aims to enhance policy coordination in the field of drug 
trafficking and organized crime. The objectives are to (i) facilitate the coordination of 
regional and national policies in the field of organized crime and drug trafficking,(ii) 
develop an analysis capacity of organized crime and drug trafficking trends in the two 
regions, (iii) ensure an exchange of information amongst the partners of the mechanism 
and avoid duplication between technical assistance projects, (iv) assist countries in 
implementing the UN conventions on organized crime (UNTOC), corruption 
(UNCAC) and the three drugs conventions, and implement effective anti-organized 
crime policies. 

 
• Establishment of a treatment, rehabilitation and social reintegration network in 

Central America. 
 

• The regional project aims to create a treatment, rehabilitation and social reinsertion 
network in Central America, in order to progressively promote an integrated approach 
to the needs of drug dependent persons and facilitate the consolidation of a regional 
treatment capacity. 

 
• Regional network of organized crime prosecutors. 

 
• Most of the countries in Central America have recently established special anti-

narcotic and/or organized crime units (OC units) within the police and the prosecuting 
authorities. 

 
• Regional Centre of Excellence on Crime Statistics. 

 
• UNODC and the National Institute of Statistics of Mexico (INEGI) have established a 

regional Centre of Excellence on Government, Public Security, Victimization and 
Justice statistics in Mexico. To facilitate the strengthening of statistics and analytical 
capacities in the above-mentioned areas. The Centre of Excellence will develop and 
provide planning and information gathering tools, develop studies and publications, 
offer training and develop databases and methodologies. The centre will also promote 
the exchange of standardized information between countries and the identification of 
good practices in the field of crime statistics. 
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Security Council – Research Report IV 

 

Issue: The impacts of Weaponization in North Korea. 

 

Introduction to the Topic: 

The issue of North Korea’s weaponization has become more prominent in recent times as 
animosity in the Korean Peninsula has spiked to an unprecedented level since the 1953 armistice. 
Tensions between South Korea and the DPRK have risen as military drills are being performed by 
either side, increasing both in frequency and intensity. 

In 2022 alone, Pyongyang has fired upwards of 60 missiles, more than in any other single year, 
with their armaments becoming increasingly sophisticated. Besides, South Korea and the US have 
responded with numerous large joint military exercises as of late. 

 
Source – Chiang Kai-shek. (2023, January 10). Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Retrieved (3/12/2022) from 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chiang_Kai-shek. 

Fig. 1.1 – Graph Demonstrating the Increase in Missile Tests in North Korea in Recent Years 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Consequently, fears of a large-scale conflict have risen, and the diplomatic stances of countries 
involved – South Korea and the US, as well as the DPRK, China, and Russia – have hardened. 

There are concerns that further military exercises from the US and South Korea will provoke North 
Korea, which views them as a rehearsal for an invasion, and led Kim Jong-un to accuse the 
countries of bringing the Peninsula to the "brink of war". 

Furthermore, North Korea has made continuous efforts to enrich its military capabilities - in breach 
of United Nations Security Council resolutions – to potentially threaten not only its neighbours, 
but likely even bring the US closer within striking distance. 

Despite crippling sanctions, Pyongyang has conducted six nuclear tests between 2006 and 2017, 
and reliable intelligence suggests Pyongyang is on the brink of performing its first nuclear test in 
5 years, coupled with warnings from North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, advising his readiness to 
use these weapons against South Korea. 

Meanwhile, North Korea has passed a law declaring itself to be a nuclear weapons state, and the 
nation’s leader called the decision "irreversible", ruling out the possibility of any talks on 
denuclearisation. This law also magnifies the country's right to use a pre-emptive nuclear strike to 
protect itself. 

In 2021, the US reviewed its policy regarding North Korea, reinforcing its call to “complete 
denuclearization” of the Korean Peninsula. President Joe Biden said the use of a mix of diplomacy 
and “stern deterrence” would be the US’s strategy, to which Kim Jong-Un responded by saying 
his country must prepare for both "dialogue and confrontation". 

In recent months, both China and Russia have bolstered ties with North Korea, as well as having 
rejected efforts by part of the U.N. Security Council to punish North Korea for its ballistic missile 
tests and other military drills. This, in turn, has allowed the further aggressive development of 
North Korean weapons capabilities, with near to no consequences. 

Even though Pyongyang had a complicated relationship with Beijing and Moscow for many years, 
improved efforts have been made boosting diplomacy with Pyongyang; China now accounts for 
more than 90 percent of North Korea’s external trade activity. Chinese President Xi Jinping sees 
a convenient ally in North Korea given tensions in his nation’s dealings with the United States, 
and so does President Putin. 



 

 

 

 

 

Background Information:  

North Korea’s economic woes let up a bit due to improved relations with South Korea, which 
adopted a “sunshine policy” of unconditional aid towards its northern neighbor in the early 2000s. 

North Korea was getting closer than ever to making peace with the US at the same time, even 
having Madeleine Albright, Former USA’s Secretary of State, stay with them in Pyongyang in 
2000. However, because of North Korea's relentless efforts to develop its nuclear capability, ties 
between the two Koreas and between North Korea and the West swiftly deteriorated. Although 
Kim Jong Il had promised to adhere by the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), signed in 
1995, rumours about subterranean nuclear facilities and continued research into the manufacturing 
of highly enriched uranium started to emerge in the early 2000s. 

In 2003, North Korea had left the NPT, kicked out the international weapons inspectors, and started 
up nuclear testing again at a Yongbyon facility. Kim's government declared it had conducted its 
first underground nuclear test three years later.  

The position of supreme leader was given to the second youngest of Kim Jong II's seven children, 
then-27-year-old Kim Jong Un, after his heart attack-related death in December 2011. By 
emulating his illustrious grandfather and taking moves to secure his power, Kim Jong Un executed 
his own uncle as well as other political and military enemies.  

Along with maintaining its nuclear arsenal, Kim's regime increasingly strained ties with the West. 
Following a third nuclear test in 2013, China, North Korea's sole significant ally and largest 
commercial partner, officially protested and the UN Security Council imposed travel and trade 
restrictions.  

The level of hostility between North Korea and the United States in 2017 was unprecedented.  

North Korea threatened to shoot missiles close to the U.S. island of Guam, launched its first 
intercontinental ballistic missile capable of reaching the American mainland, and detonated a 
bomb that was seven times larger than the bombs that were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
As a result of these activities, the UN Security Council imposed even more severe sanctions and 
U.S. President Donald Trump responded violently, instilling fear of nuclear war throughout the 
world. 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Past UN Actions: 
 
The United Nations Security Council has adopted nine major sanctions resolutions on North Korea 
in response to the country’s nuclear and missile activities since 2006. 
Every resolution condemns North Korea’s latest nuclear and ballistic missile activity and calls on 
North Korea to cease its illicit activity, which violates previous UN Security Council resolutions.  
 
All nine resolutions were unanimously adopted by the Security Council.  
In addition to imposing sanctions, the resolutions give UN member states the authority to interdict 
and inspect North Korean cargo within their territory, and subsequently seize and dispose of illicit 
shipments. 
 
The resolutions also call upon North Korea to rejoin the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), 
which it acceded to in 1985 but withdrew from in 2003 after U.S. allegations that the country was 
pursuing an illegal uranium enrichment program. The Security Council also has called for North 
Korea to return to negotiations in the Six-Party Talks, which include South Korea, North Korea, 
China, Japan, Russia and the United States.  
 
The Six-Party talks, which took place from 2003-2009, resulted in a joint statement on 
denuclearization. North Korea also dismantled its plutonium-producing reactor as part of the 
process, although it has subsequently restarted the reactor.  
 
Prior to passing the first sanctions resolution in 2006, the Security Council passed several 
resolutions condemning North Korea’s nuclear and missile activities. In response to North Korea’s 
announcement of intent to withdraw from the NPT (Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty), in 1993, the 
Security Council passed Resolution 825, urging North Korea to remain party to the NPT and to 
honor its nonproliferation obligations under the treaty. Resolution 1695 was passed in 2006 in 
response to ballistic missile launches in July, and calls on North Korea to suspend activities related 
to its ballistic missile program. 
 

Focus of the Debate & Significant Parties: 

Following these developments, all delegates are now tasked with finding and discussing unique 
and diplomatic solutions that take on the root of the problem, and that are likely to be passed by 
all P5 members.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Any measures proposed by delegates must promote peace in and outside of the Korean Peninsula, 
by ensuring the weaponization of North Korea is controlled, without antagonizing the government, 
as well as condemning and restricting any military activity in the region, be it from the US and 
South Korea, or its northern counterpart. 

Even though this debate is mainly centered around South and North Korea, the US, and in part 
China and Russia, delegates should bear in mind that international collaboration is absolutely 
essential, and the participation of all delegations is extremely necessary. 

 
Glossary & Key Terms: 

Kim Jong-un – Kim Jong-Un is a North Korean political official who succeeded his father, Kim 
Jong Il, as supreme leader of North Korea (2011–) and the first secretary of the Korean Workers' 
Party. 

Joe Biden – 46th president of the United States (2021– ) and 47th vice president of the United 
States (2009–17) in the Democratic administration of Pres. Barack Obama. He previously 
represented Delaware in the U.S. Senate (1973–2009). 

Xi Jinping – Politician and government official who became president of China in 2013 and 
general secretary of the Chinese Communist Party in 2012. He was also vice president of China 
from 2008 to 2013. 

Vladimir Putin – Former Russian intelligence officer and a politician who has served as president 
of Russia from 1999 to 2008 and from 2012 to the present. He was also the country’s prime 
minister in 1999 and from 2008 to 2012. 

Madeleine Albright - a political scientist and diplomat from the United States who served as the 
64th secretary of state from 1997 to 2001 
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