
 

 

 

 

 

 

Historical Security Council – Research Report I 

 

Issue: Impact of the 9/11 terrorist attack and the following invasion of Afghanistan 

 

Introduction to the Topic: 

On September 11, 2001, 19 al-Qaeda members hijacked four airplanes as well the undergoing 
suicide attacks against the USA, two of which hit the twin towers of the World Trade Centre 
in New York City. From the remaining two, one of them hit the Pentagon in Virginia and the 
other one crashed in a field in Shanksville, Pennsylvania leaving almost 3000 deaths in the 
overall attack. Consequently, the US created more initiatives to combat terrorism, for example, 
the creation of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) in March 2003 which combined 
22 agencies and offices into a single Cabinet powered by the goal of protecting the American 
nation against terrorist threats.  

Though, this was not enough mainly because the past was irreversible: along with the lives 
lost, it is estimated that 71% of the Americans suffered from depression after the 9/11 attack, 
nearly half of the population struggled to concentrate on their own lives and a third had trouble 
sleeping. Powered by a wave of patriotism running across the country, the Americans wanted 
revenge- more specifically, its government.  

One day after the attacks were launched, NATO allies and partner countries showed their 
empathy towards the USA by condemning those criminal acts through the invocation of Article 
5 of the Washington Treaty (the collective defence alliance) for the first time in NATOS’s 
history. After the Taliban’s refusal to hand over Bin Laden (the founder of al-Qaeda) to the 
American authorities and shut down the running of paramilitary training camps, conflict 
begins: the US begins Operation Enduring Freedom, an airstrike campaign supported by the 
British against the Taliban and the Al-Qaeda in Afghanistan with the aim of creating pressure 
amongst the terrorist groups.  

Despite the Americans managing to cripple the Taliban regime, whose downfall occurred on 
the 9th of December 2001, the relations between the USA and Afghanistan will be stung forever 
by these events. Due to the continuation of this conflict, 92% of the Afghan population faced 
food insecurity, 3 million children are targets of acute malnutrition and at least half of the 
Afghan population is living on $1.90 a day if not less. Moreover, the United States has 
maintained its dominance on Afghan soil through a system of arrests and detention that are part  



 

 

 

 

 

 

of the ongoing intelligence and military operations. These are not only a violation of 
international human rights law and international humanitarian law (laws of war) but are also 
threatening the lives of innocent civilians, sabotaging efforts to restore rule of law also 
questioning their commitment to defending basic rights.  

 

Background Information: 

September 11, 2001: Al-Qaeda members hijacked four commercial airplanes, leading to their 
crashes: two in the World Trade Centre (New York), another in the Pentagon (Washington), 
and one in Shanksville (Pennsylvania) causing 3000 deaths. There were 19 hijackers: the leader 
Mohammed Atta was Egyptian and 15 operatives were Saudi Arabians. Consequently, 
President George W. Bush requests the Taliban to deliver all the al-Qaeda leaders- declaring 
“War on Terror”. 

October 7, 2001: U.S. military launches Operation Enduring Freedom- a bombing campaign 
targeting Taliban operatives that started the Afghan War against al-Qaeda and Taliban. 12 days 
later, the conventional terrestrial forces arrive creating combat between the terrorists and the 
Afghan opponents. 

November 2001: After the defeat of Mazar-e-Sharif (November 9, 2001), the Taliban regime 
quickly collapses. The remaining Taliban operatives crumble with the offense of the Northern 
Alliance on Taloqan, Bamiyan, Herat, Kabul, and Jalalabad. UN Security Council Resolution 
1378 calls for U.N. to take a "central role" in creating a transitional administration and directing 
peacekeeping forces to Afghanistan- these measures promoted the stability and the delivery of 
humanitarian aid within the country. 

December 2001: Afghan militias engaged in a fierce fight from December 3 to 17 after the US 
authorities tracked Bin Laden’s steps. Consequently, bin Laden escaped by horse on the 16th 
of December to Pakistan, one day before the Afghan forces capture 20 al-Qaeda operatives. 
Surprisingly, the ones carrying the assault were members of the ragtag Afghan group 
coordinated by Hazrat Ali, Haji Zahir, and Haji Zaman, despite the U.S. intelligence being 
certain of bin Laden's presence in Tora Bora. 

December 5, 2001: The United Nations invited Afghan factions like the Northern Alliance and 
a contingent led by the former king (not the Taliban) to discuss the situation throughout a 
conference in Bonn (Germany), where they signed the Bonn Agreement. This contract based 
itself on the UN Security Council resolution 1383, installing Hamid Karzai as the internal chief 
of government and establishing an international peacekeeping force to ensure Kabul’s security.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

The UN Security Council resolution 1386 came subsequently on December 20, creating the 
International Security Force (ISAF). 

December 9, 2001: The Taliban regime collapsed completely when their surrendered 
Kandahar, as their leader Mullah Mohammed Omar leaves the organization under the tribal 
administration law of Pashtun leaders post his escaping from the city. Though, al-Qaeda 
continues hiding in the mountains. 

 

Focus of the Debate & Significant Parties: 

Throughout this conference, delegates must attempt to reach a climate of peace where the 
tension between both Afghanistan and the United States is seized. Furthermore, one must try 
to find methods to slow down one of the most destructive issues of our generation: terrorism.  

USA – Because of the 9/11 attacks on the twin towers, the US suffered 3000 deaths in total 
over the course of the launches and lost an estimated amount of 2 trillion dollars in the cost of 
lives, property damage, the decline in production for goods and services and stock market 
wealth according to Analysis of Global Security 

Afghanistan – Because of the Afghan war, 92% of Afghans faced food insecurity, 3 million 
children are targets of acute malnutrition and at least half of the Afghan population is living on 
$1.90 a day (on average). Moreover, 243,000 people died and the US maintains its dominance 
on Afghan soil through intelligence and military operations. 

Saudi Arabia – There has been growing suspicion that some Saudi charities have been 
funnelling money to al-Qaeda: the Bosnian police seized a document (the “Golden Chain”) 
from the Benevolence International Foundation (Sarajevo, March 2002) listing Saudi 
businessmen and bankers who financed bin Laden and the former al-Qaeda’s Saudi founder 
during the Afghan-Soviet war in the 80s. Naturally, this increased pressure between Saudi 
Arabia and the USA. 

UAE – Before 9/11, the UAE was one of the few countries extending diplomatic recognition 
to the Taliban regime in the 90s. However, the attacks caused Emirati leaders to systematically 
dismiss jihadi and Islamist groups from society, developing an anti-Islamism narrative harmful 
to citizens like teachers who lost their jobs.  

NATO – NATO is a security alliance between 30 countries from North America and Europe 
founded in 1949. Its primordial goal is to protect its Allies' freedom and security through 
political and military means. Article 5 of the Washington Treaty is the core of its collective  



 

 

 

 

 

 

defence clause. Another important aspect is article 4, which ensures consultations among all 
the members of NATO on mutual security matters. 

Al-Qaeda – Al-Qaeda was a militant Islamist organization founded in the late 1980s by Osama 
bin Laden with the initial intent to support Muslims combating the Soviet Union throughout 
the Afghan war. Their headquarters in Afghanistan (1996) was sponsored by the Taliban, and 
together with two other allies (Egypt’s Islamic Jihad and the Islamic group), al Qaeda declared 
a holy war against the USA. 

Taliban – Taliban is a faction with ultraconservative political and religious beliefs that 
materialised itself in the mid-1990s in Afghanistan after the collapse of the communist regime. 
Their emergence was part of the aftermath of the Afghan War (1978-92) when the new 
government was unable to establish civil order outside of Kabul. By 1996 they had already 
seized the Capital and won effective control of over two-thirds of Afghanistan. 
 
International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) – ISAF was a security mission in 
Afghanistan led by NATO and founded by the UN in 2001 whose central objectives comprise 
enabling the Afghan government to enhance its security forces effectively across the country 
to prevent Afghanistan from becoming a “safehouse” for terrorist organizations. 
 

Glossary & Key Terms: 

Terrorism – Terrorism is the unlawful act of using force against a group of people or property 
to either intimidate or coerce a government, civilian population, or a particular segment in 
favour of political or social objectives.  

Islamism – Islamism is a broad network of ideologies based on / inspired by Islamic symbols 
and traditions. This ideology pursues socio-political objectives that may vary widely according 
to each movement’s objective and their own interpretation of Islamism.  

Afghan War – The Afghan War was the internal conflict between anti-Communist Islamic 
groups and the Afghan communist government backed by the Soviets that started in 1978. 
However, the Afghan War is also used to refer to all military activity within the country after 
the overthrow of the communists in 1992, these being the Afghanistan War (2001-) and the 
American invasion in 2001 as a response to the 9/11 hijacks.  
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Historical Security Council – Research Report II 

 

Issue: Europe’s economic revival amidst the cold war (1947). 

 

Introduction to the Topic: 

This conference takes place in December of 1947, a few months after Cominform was signed. 

After the failure of Germany to comply with the terms of the Treaty of Versailles of 1919 and the 
inevitable outbreak of World War II, Europe became plunged, yet again, into another post war 
society, full of economic and political hardships.  

After Germany’s capitulation from World War II on the 7th of May 1945, two conferences were 
held to decide on the impending consequences soon to be bestowed upon Germany, condemning 
war criminals, setting up a new international organization to substitute the League of Nations and 
to agree on how to deal with the Asian front of the war. Up until this point, the USA and the USSR 
worked closely together in order to defeat their common enemy.  

Once Germany capitulated, the United States and the Soviet Union no longer shared a common 
goal, nor did they share a common enemy. Due to their extreme ideological differences, it did not 
take long for tensions to escalate. By April 1945, USA president Roosevelt died of polio disease 
and was replaced by Harry Truman. Truman was completely anticommunist, meanwhile Stalin, 
general secretary of the USSR, was a radical who despised capitalism. Due to this, there were little, 
to no efforts of cooperation amongst them, which prevented the revival of the European economy 
at a much faster rate. After the Potsdam conference, it was agreed that Stalin was to set up free 
elections in the Eastern European countries which had been liberated by the Soviets, prior to the 
Nazi’s defeat. Be that as it may, Stalin instead rigged elections and set up communist regimes 
through force all-around said countries. Attempts were made by the west to neutralize these 
uprisings but were unsuccessful. This was the start of the tension between the west and the USSR, 
and some regard it as the beginning of the cold war.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source – Dodos, S. (2021, April 16). Soviet Satellite States Facts & Worksheets. School History. 
https://schoolhistory.co.uk/modern/soviet-satellite-states/ 

Fig. 1.1 – Eastern Block Members 

 

Until now, the USSR was only looking to expand their sphere of influence in Europe, soon they 
had plans to expand towards Asia, but that would only be possible if the Chinese communist party 
in China beat the KMT (Kuomintang/Nationalists), thus, setting up a communist regime there. 
This civil war was largely fueled by the USSR on the communist side, mainly because with the 
help of China, Stalin would be able to expand to various continents simultaneously, whilst 
diminishing the USA’s influence over the world and the amount of capitalism inhabiting it too. 

Tension peaked in March 1947, when the Truman doctrine was signed. The USA during the 1920s, 
1930s and up until Pearl Harbor, always regarded themselves as isolationists, meaning that they 
weren't to get involved in international affairs. After World War II, that changed mainly due to the 
cold war and for financial/economic reasons. According to the Truman doctrine, the United States 
would provide political, military and economic assistance to all democratic nations under threat  



 

 

 

 

 

 

from external or internal authoritarian forces. Examples as to when the Truman doctrine was 
applied could be American policymakers monitoring Greece's crumbling economic and political 
conditions, especially the rise of the Communist-led insurgency known as the National Liberation 
Front. The United States had also been following events in Turkey, where a weak government 
faced Soviet pressure to share control of the strategic Dardanelle Straits. When Britain announced 
that it would withdraw aid to Greece and Turkey, the responsibility was passed on to the United 
States. Due to this, the congress approved that 400 million dollars would be used to assist Greece 
economically. Turkey was aided by having US warships patrol the black sea, diminishing a 
communist threat. The Truman Doctrine was also regarded as the start of the policy of 
containment, where the USA tried its best to prevent the spread of communism and its domino 
effect, where if a country turned communist, neighboring countries were also likely to fall to 
communism. The Truman Doctrine was a cause of tension due to the fact that now the USA was 
incentivizing communist states to turn to capitalism in order to receive financial aid, and also, the 
USA tried to prevent capitalist countries to turn communist, which obviously did not sit well with 
Stalin. 

In the latter half of 1947, a plan to rebuild the Western European countries came to light. This was 
named the Marshall plan, named after the secretary of state of State, George C. Marshall. It is a 
four-year plan consisting of providing financial aid to countries who had been affected by the war 
and had a vast amount of infrastructure damaged. The Marshall Plan is to be enacted in 1948.  

Stalin saw that communist states appealed to the Truman Doctrine and the up-and-coming 
Marshall plan, since their economies were so weak. As a response to the Truman Doctrine and the 
Marshall plan, in October 1947, Stalin signed Cominform. This was Stalin’s retaliation against the 
west. The main purpose of the Cominform was to increase Stalin’s influence over the communist 
states in the eastern bloc, which were now referred to as satellite states and unite them under the 
leadership of the USSR. This was done so that no satellite states could turn capitalist and take part 
in the Truman Doctrine, the Marshall Plan and enjoy its benefits. 

As of December 1947, there are high levels of tension between the USSR and the USA. There is 
also a lot of tension amongst the satellite states and the USSR, due to the ineffectiveness of the 
USSR in reviving their economies. Also, Europe is in financial ruin due to the atrocities of the war 
and the crippling debt piled up by many states. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Glossary & Key Terms:  

USSR – Union of Soviet Socialists Republic. The USSR focused on expanding their influence 
around the world by creating new communist regimes. After the second world war, due to the 
multiple attacks suffered from Germany in the past decades, they created a buffer zone between 
them and Germany by turning the liberated Eastern European countries communist. 

Communism- communism, political and economic doctrine that aims to replace private property 
and a profit-based economy with public ownership and communal control of at least the major 
means of production (e.g., mines, mills, and factories) and the natural resources of a society. 

Capitalism- Capitalism is an economic system in which private individuals or businesses own 
capital goods. At the same time, business owners (capitalists) employ workers (labor) who only 
receive wages; labor does not own the means of production but only uses them on behalf of the 
owners of capital. 

Satellite States – A country that is formally independent in the world, but under heavy political, 
economic and military influence or control from another country 

Bloc- A Bloc is a group of countries or political parties whose interests are aligned and thus, 
formed an alliance 

Cold War- It was called the Cold War because neither the Soviet Union nor the United States 
officially declared war on each other. However, both sides clearly struggled to prevent the other 
from spreading its economic and political systems around the globe 

Capitulation – The action to desist to an opponent. 

Congress – The Congress is the national parliament in the U.S. It is divided into two chambers: 
the Senate and the House of Representatives. Here, politicians are elected from all the 50 states in 
the U.S. In Denmark there is only one chamber in the parliament.   

Treaty of Versailles – Treaty condemning Germany on their acts during the Great War 

Potsdam Conference- The main objective of the Potsdam Conference was to finalize a post-war 
settlement and put into action all the things agreed at Yalta. 

Cominform - purpose of the organization was to commit member parties to a common strategy 
under the leadership of the Soviet Communist Party in the struggle against what was termed 
American-led imperialism 



 

 

 
 
 
 
Focus of the Debate & Significant Parties: 
  
USA – Face of the capitalist side during the Cold War. The USA throughout the post war era, tries 
to neutralize the threat of communism, mainly through a variety of economic and social plans.  
  
USSR – Face of the communist side during the Cold War. The USSR throughout the post war era 
constantly tries to increase their influence over Europe by turning fellow states communist.  
  
Yugoslavia – On April 15th, 1941, at a Communist Party’s Politburo session, a Military committee 
was formed with the purpose of organizing resistance against the enemies, as well as being in 
contact with anti-fascist officers in the Royal Yugoslav Army. Tito was the leader of this 
committee. The party’s plan was to create many small similar committees so they could be 
prepared in case of need. 

In June of 1941, Hitler invaded the Soviet Union. Tito convened an urgent session of the Politburo. 
During this session, the Communists decided to form the headquarters of the Yugoslav Partisans. 
The party issued a proclamation calling all the nations of Yugoslavia to resist the enemies’ attack 
and encouraging the people to volunteer and help the army. 

With the help of the Soviet Union and later the British Special Operations Executive, as well as 
the American Office of Strategic Services, the Partisans took control over territories using guerrilla 
tactics and popularized their aims using propaganda. The time of war was crucial for the Party’s 
influence and power.  

Poland – In 1939, World War II began, and Poland was conquered by Nazi Germany and the 
Soviet Union. The government of the Polish Republic went into exile. In 1942, Polish communists 
backed by the Soviet Union in German-occupied Poland established a new Polish communist 
party, the Polish Workers' Party (Polska Partia Robotnicza, PPR). Władysław Gomułka soon 
became its leader. In the Soviet Union, Stalin and Wanda Wasilewska created the Union of Polish 
Patriots as a communist organization under Soviet control. As Germany was being defeated, the 
Polish communist minority cooperated with the Soviet Union, in opposition to the Polish 
government-in-exile, to establish a Polish socialist state subordinate to the Soviet Union. This led 
to the creation of the Polish People's Republic. The Polish Workers' Party merged with the Polish 
Socialist Party (Polska Partia Socjalistyczna, PPS), to form the Polish United Workers' Party 
(Polska Zjednoczona Partia Robotnicza, PZPR)   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Bulgaria – Bulgaria fell under Communist rule when a Communist government was set up after 
invasion by the Red Army. Soon after that, extensive purges, arrests and executions were launched 
to suppress opposition to the new political system. Civil society and civil liberties were terminated. 
For example, at least 746 officers were sacked from the army and most were later arrested. At the 
1944-1945 show trials, 9155 persons were convicted and 2730 of them shot. 

Romania – Romania ultimately found itself in the Soviet zone of influence, the Romanian 
Communist Party (PCR) gradually came to power. Established in 1921, the PCR was initially a 
very small formation, heavily weakened by the repressions in the 1930s and early 1940s. The 
communists’ efforts to seize power ultimately succeeded in 1947, when Romania officially 
abandoned its monarchical system to become the Romanian People’s Republic. 

Hungary – Soviet Union occupied Hungary in World War II and used military threats to set up a 
communist government. Any resistance to communist authorities was met with violence. In 1945–
46, some 35,000 people were arrested on political grounds and 1,000 of them executed or tortured 
to death. Another 55,000 were detained in concentration camps. 

Albania – The tiny state of Albania in the south of the Balkan Peninsula was subject to repeated 
foreign occupation by larger countries throughout the twentieth century. Occupied by Italy before 
the beginning of World War II and later by Germany, Albania emerged from the war under a 
communist regime that promptly launched a wave of terror. Opposition members and their alleged 
supporters were imprisoned or shot. Many local intellectuals shared the same fate. 

East Germany – after the Yalta and Potsdam conferences, it was agreed that Germany would be 
split into four parts. One quarter to France, another to Britain, another to the USSR and another to 
the USA. The capital, Berlin, was also split into four and controlled by each of these countries.  

Greece – On March 12th, 1947, President Truman presented the Truman Doctrine to the congress, 
asking for 400 million dollars to assist Greece and Turkey from communist threats 

Turkey – On March 12th, 1947, President Truman presented the Truman Doctrine to the congress, 
asking for 400 million dollars to assist Greece and Turkey from communist threats 

China- In the middle of a civil war between the KMT (nationalists) and the CCP (Chinese 
Communist Party). As of 1947, China is under KMT leadership, thus is supported by the USA 
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Historical Security Council – Research Report III 

 

Issue: Suez Crisis of 1956  

 

Introduction to the Topic: 

The Suez Crisis of 1956, when Britain joined France and Israel in invading Egypt to regain control 
of the Suez Canal, was one of the most significant episodes in post-1945 British history. Its 
outcome highlighted Britain's declining status and confirmed it as a second-tier world power. 
Domestically, it triggered a massive political fallout in Britain and led to an economic crisis, while 
internationally it further complicated Middle Eastern politics and threatened Britain's important 
diplomatic relations with Commonwealth countries and the "special relationship" between the 
United States and the United Kingdom. On November 4, the United Nations threatened Britain 
with sanctions if there were civilian casualties from British airstrikes on targets in Egypt.  

This led to an economic panic in the first week of November 1956, resulting in the loss of tens of 
millions of pounds from the country's reserves. Britain was forced to devalue its currency. 
Appalled that those military operations had begun without his knowledge, U.S. President 
Eisenhower put pressure on the International Monetary Fund to deny Britain any financial 
assistance. Faced with few options, British Prime Minister Anthony Eden reluctantly accepted a 
cease-fire proposed by UN (United Nations). Under Resolution 1001, the United Nations sent an 
emergency force (UNEF) of peacekeepers to Egypt on November 7, 1956, to end the conflict. It 
lasted only two days, and Britain and Eden were humiliated. The crisis had serious repercussions 
for Britain's international relations. Eisenhower viewed Suez as an unnecessary distraction from 
the Soviet Union's brutal suppression of an uprising in Hungary.  

Several recently independent former British colonies agreed. Only Australia supported Britain, 
while Pakistan threatened to leave the Commonwealth. Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev attacked 
'British imperialism" and threatened to attack London with missiles and send troops to Egypt, 
potentially drawing NATO into the conflict. In Britain, the conflict divided opinion. The 
Conservative government faced considerable hostility from the Labour opposition and even 
experienced a split within its own party. The intervention in Suez was initially popular with the  



 

 

 

 

 

 

British public, but after the humiliation caused by the conflict, the government quickly lost the 
country's support. Nationwide anti-war protests erupted, and several officials resigned in protest.  

Egypt, with the support of the United Nations and the United States, retained control of the canal. 
The canal was closed to traffic for five months by ships sunk by the Egyptians during the 
operations. British access to fuel and oil was restricted, leading to shortages. In December 1956, 
rationing of gasoline was introduced and remained in effect until May 1957. Under great domestic 
pressure and in failing health, Eden resigned in January 1957, less than two years after becoming 
prime minister. As Eisenhower had feared, the Suez crisis also increased Soviet influence over 
Egypt. Khrushchev's intervention alongside Egypt made the Soviet Union a natural friend of the 
Arab nations. It encouraged Arab nationalists and spurred Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser 
to support rebel groups seeking independence in British-held territories in the Middle East. 

 

Background Information:  

Ferdinand de Lesseps established the Suez Canal Company in 1858 with the sole intent of 
constructing the canal. The canal's construction took place between 1859 and 1869. The canal was 
formally inaugurated on November 17, 1869. By skipping the South Atlantic and Southern Indian 
Oceans and cutting the distance from the Arabian Sea to London, it provides ships with a direct 
route between the North Atlantic and Northern Indian Oceans through the Mediterranean Sea and 
the Red Sea. The concessionary corporation that ran the canal was owned by European 
stockholders, primarily British and French, although it belonged to the Egyptian government until 
July 1956, when President Gamal Abdel Nasser nationalized it, sparking the Suez Crisis of 
October–November 1956. Many Egyptians felt angry at the fact that these superpowers were on 
their land and they felt like second class citizens in their own country. 

- UK and France wanting to control trading roots through the Suez Canal, so they could 
establish more trading routes with Asian Countries like Japan and China.  

- Egypt resented that, they needed to ask permission from the UK to go near the straight and 
that they believed the UK should have left their country alone after WW2. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Focus of the Debate & Significant Parties:  

- Britain – The 1956 Suez Crisis was arguably one of the most significant episodes in post-
1945 British history. Its outcome highlighted Britain's declining status and confirmed it as 
a 'second tier' world power. Domestically it caused a massive political fallout in Britain 
and resulted in an economic crisis. Internationally it further complicated the politics of the 
Middle East and threatened U.S. – UK relations. 

- France – France invaded Egypt to recapture the Suez Canal to use its Strategical position 
- Israel – Israel willingly agreed to this scenario since it gave Israel the opportunity to gain 

control of the Gaza Strip and Sinai Peninsula, end the Egyptian blockade of the Straits of 
Tiran, and retaliate against Egypt over its support for Palestinian commando raids on 
Israel's western border during the previous two years.  

- Egypt – Egypt nationalized the Suez Canal in 1956, hoping to charge tolls that would pay 
for construction of a massive dam on the Nile River. In response, Israel invaded in late 
October and British and French troops landed in early November. Under Soviet, U.S., and 
U.N. pressure, Britain and France withdrew in December, and Israeli forces departed in 
March 1957. That month, Egypt took control of the canal and reopened it to commercial 
shipping. 

- United States of America – In response to the situation, the Soviet Union and the United 
States demanded a cease-fire. The United States also demanded that Israeli, French, and 
British military be removed from Egypt under the control of a specific UN force in a 
resolution that was brought to the UN. 

- Soviet Union – Soviet and Egyptian ties began to strengthen during the late 50’s and 
NATO didn’t really like this as they didn’t like the communists.  

- Czechoslovakia – Czechoslovakian and Egyptian ties began to strengthen during the late 
50’s and NATO didn’t really like this as they didn’t like the communists. 

Delegates are to debate who is innocent in this case, there are cases to be made for all sides. 
Whether France and Britain can be held for their aggressive stance or did Egypt have no right to 
nationalize the Suez Canal since the French made it. Delegates are to try to solve the difficult 
matter and represent their country as best as possible.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Glossary & Key Terms:  

Canal – An artificial waterway constructed to allow the passage of boats or ships inland or to 
convey water for irrigation. 

Economic Crisis – The economic crisis represents a situation in which the economy of a country 
passes through a sudden decrease of its force, decrease usually brought about by a financial crisis. 
The economic crisis may have the shape of stagflation, of a recession or of an economic depression. 

Rebel Groups – A "rebel group" is defined here as a polity that uses armed conflict in opposition 
to be established government (or governments) for reasons such as to seek political change or to 
establish, maintain, or to gain independence. 

Imperialism – A policy of extending a country's power and influence through colonization, use 
of military force, or other means. 

Nationalist – An advocate of or believer in nationalism, a member of a political party or group 
advocating national independence or strong national government. 

Middle East – The Middle East is a geopolitical region commonly encompassing Arabia, Asia 
Minor, East Thrace, Egypt, Iran, the Levant, Mesopotamia, and the Socotra Archipelago. The term 
came into widespread usage as a replacement of the term Near East beginning in the early 20th 
century.  

Nato – North Atlantic Treaty Organization: a political and military alliance of countries in Europe 
and North America established in Washington, D.C. (1949) for the purpose of collective defense 
against aggression, comprising Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, 
the Netherlands, Portugal, the United Kingdom, the United States, Greece, Turkey, Germany, 
Spain, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Albania, Croatia, Montenegro, and North Macedonia. 

International Monetary Fund – The IMF monitors the international monetary system and global 
economic developments to identify risks and recommend policies for growth and financial 
stability. The Fund also undertakes a regular health check of the economic and financial policies 
of its 190 member countries. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Commonwealth – The Commonwealth is an association of countries across the world. Although 
historically connected to the British Empire, any country can apply to be a member of the 
Commonwealth, regardless of its intersection with Britain's colonial past.  
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Historical Security Council – Research Report IV 

 

Issue: The impact of the Korean War on International Affairs (1953).  

 

Introduction to the Topic: 

Since 1945, member states have been observing the rise of tension in Asia due to the fall of the 
Japanese regime in Korea- which for a split of a second became an “empty lawless land” as 
there was no colonial regime or native government to put in place post the end of the Second 
World War. Considering the peninsula’s strategic location between China and Japan (two very 
important countries economically speaking), the USA rushed to the south while the USSR 
occupied the north in order to protect its influence on Korea. However, because of the ongoing 
ideological conflict between capitalism and communism as well as the unresolved resentment 
left by the Second Great War the dispute for the Korean Peninsula has become each time more 
alarming. 

Since the creation of the 38th parallel, a borderline separating the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea (North Korea) from the Republic of Korea (South Korea), the USA and the USSR 
have seemed to be distancing themselves from the UN’s goal: to keep a peaceful and unified 
Korea. In November 1947, the USA called for free, nationwide elections so that a democratic 
government could be elected for the whole of Korea, however, the USSR boycotted the voting 
arguing that the UN could not guarantee fair elections. Consequently, both regions developed 
into two separate states: in the south, elections were held in July 1948 and the Republic of 
Korea was set up under the Presidency of Syngman Rhee; in the North, the Soviets established 
the Democratic People’s Republic under the leadership of Kim Il-Sung in September 1948. 
Since then, both regimes have claimed to be the legitimate government of the whole peninsula 
and tension has been escalating due to the military development of both sides: South Korea has 
doubled its security forces (reaching 80,000 men by 1947) while North Korea increased its 
army’s strength to 100,000 men supported by a group of southern Korean communist rebels 
based in Haeju.   

Simultaneously, Kim Il-sung started strengthening his control of the communist parties and the 
North Korean army and political structure- which incentivized the training of the South Korean 
army to American standards as well as the rebuilding of the country.  

Kim Il-Sung (North Korea’s President) sought to unite Korea under communist rule and by 
1950 he knew the invasion had prospects to be successful: not only he had Russia’s (Joseph 
Stalin) and China’s (Mao Zedong) support which decreased the likelihood of an American  



 

 

 

 

 

 

counter-attack (since China converted itself to communism and Russia developed their atomic 
bomb in 1949), but also North Korea was well supplied with heavy artillery, tanks and planes 
of much better quality than South Korea’s 95 000 inexperienced and poorly equipped soldiers.  

Finally, it happened: on the 25th of June 1950, 130 000 North Korean soldiers, trained and 
equipped with Russian tanks, crossed the 38th Parallel and invaded South Korea. The UN, 
which had been intimately associated with the anti-communist government in South Korea 
summoned a Security Council meeting on that same day where Resolution 82 demanding the 
withdrawal of North Korean forces was vetoed by the USSR. Seeing as the ultimatum was 
neglected, the council met again on the 27th of June 1950 to create Resolution 83, where the 
members of the reunion acknowledged they were going to war for the first time after 1945. 
Then, 10 days later, Resolution 84 passed where 15 countries including Australia, Belgium, 
Britain, Canada, Columbia, France, Greece, Nationalist China, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Panama, Philippines, Thailand, Turkey, and the Union of South Africa were sent to assist in 
North Korea under the command of the USA. Because of its leading role in commanding UN 
troops to invade North Korea ( on the 7th of July 1950), many powers are now stuck with the 
belief the UN circles around the USA’s interests- depicturing a bad view of both the country 
and the peacekeeping organization. 

 

Background Information: 

June 1950: The North Korean People’s Army crossed the 38th parallel into South Korea with 
a force of 75,000 men pushing the Southern forces to a small village close to Pusan. 

July 1950: The U.S. sends support troops to South Korea fearful of a communist takeover and 
appeals to the UN for help which was granted by the Security Council. While the Soviets 
boycotted the peacekeeping organization in protest of Communist China being rejected for a 
seat at the Security Council committee, they passed a resolution aimed to help the South Korean 
forces backed by the U.S. 

September 1950: UN forces commanded by the American General MacArthur arrived at 
Inchon, quickly pushing the North Korean Army across the 38th parallel. By October 1950, 
the North Koreans had almost reached the Yalu River bordering China. 

October 1950:  To prevent a state sponsored by the US to border their country, China invaded 
Korea and pushed the UN forces once again across the 38th parallel. Consequently, General 
MacArthur requested the usage of atomic bombs, which was denied by President Truman. This 
resulted in his expulsion.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

June 1951: With the mass inflow of UN troops being deployed to Korea, the communists 
eventually were pushed back across to the 38th parallel. 

July 1953: The signing of the Armistice occurred at Panmunjom on the 38th parallel. Despite 
stopping the fight between both sides, the country remained divided. However, there are no 
provisions for the signing of a peace treaty.  

 

Focus of the Debate & Significant Parties:  

Throughout this conference, delegates must seize the tension within Korea by discussing the 
actions of the major powers involved (North Korea, USSR, USA, South Korea, and China) in 
order to prevent this conflict from reaching a global scale and to renovate the countries’ 
confidence in the UN. Furthermore, delegations must also find a way to protect and improve 
civilian lives who have been suffering in this fierce battle in vain.  

USA – In the Korean War, the USA prevented South Korea from falling into the hands of the 
communists, through a massive rearmament plan with a defence budget dating over $48 billion 
in 1951 and $60 billion by 1952. This conflict not only led to the killing of 50,000 American 
soldiers but also demanded the creation of a series of new alliances to assert its position in the 
East, for example, the signing of the ANZUS Pact with Australia and New Zealand (1951). 
Moreover, it was the beginning of a long-lasting feud with China, whom they refused to have 
any sort of trading with.   

USSR & China – Initially, both countries worked together to spread communism to the West. 
However, due to the contrast in soldier deaths ( the Chinese army suffered only 180,000 while 
the Soviets endured 800,000) and the rising in debts caused by the conflict both countries 
started arguing about who should be paying for it. China’s reliability on USSR’s air defence 
and equipment placed them into a submissive position that eventually led to the Sino-Soviet 
Split in 1960.  

Korea (as a whole) – Naturally, Korea was the one who suffered the most: throughout the 
three years of war the number of deaths, casualties, and disappearing laid between 3 and 4 
million people 200,000 out of which comprised the killing of North Korean civilians while 1 
million represented the killing of South Korean civilians. Moreover, families were torn apart 
by a demilitarized zone, most of their industries were destroyed and the majority of North 
Korea’s population entered  

 



 

 

 

 

 

poverty. Despite the armistice tension still remains because the US soldiers have not left at 
their posts in South Korea.  

UK – Nearly 60,000 Britain troops were sent on the behalf of the UN and 1,100 of them were 
killed in combat.  They fought in the Battle of Imjin River which is known to be the second-
bloodiest battle fought by the British Army since the Second Great War. 

 

UN Security Council – Because of the advancement of North Korean forces into South Korea 
on June 25th, 1950, the United States appealed for the UN’s help. By the 27th of June 1950, 
the UN had already passed urgent instructions for a ceasefire and for all its members to assist 
the endangered South Koreans through Resolution 83 (where all powers acknowledged the 
UN’s future engagement in war). President Harry S. Truman classified the situation as an UN-
led “police action” operating under the Security Council’s rule. Consequently, the USA 
received aid from UN troops to fight off the North Koreans through the creation of Resolution 
84 on the 7th of June 1950. 

 

Glossary & Key Terms:  

38th parallel – The 38th parallel was the line drawn at the Potsdam Conference of July 1945 
by U.S. military planners as an army borderline dividing the region in the North separating 
Soviet-backed North Korea from American-backed South Korea. 

Communism – Communism is a political and economic system that aims to irradicate the 
hierarchical structure of society, sharing the control of the major means of production like 
factories and mines as well as major natural resources equally between the public. Within this 
doctrine, there is no government, currency, or private property, and wealth is distributed 
equally amongst citizens or at least in accordance with individual necessity. This ideology was 
formally drawn in “The Communist Manifesto” of 1848- a book written by Karl Marx and 
Friedrich Engels.  

Capitalism – Capitalism is the economic and political system that, unlike communism, praises 
the ownership of private means of production. Their structure usually includes a market-
oriented economy, in which both the pricing and production of goods along with the people’s 
individual income, are mostly dictated by the interaction between individuals and private 
businesses rather than by a central administration controlled by the government or local 
institutions. The concept of capitalism is based upon the ideas of private property, market 
competition, and the profit motive.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

ANZUS Pact – The ANZUS Pact was a defensive alliance between New Zealand, Australia, 
and the USA signed in 1951 to safeguard Pacific security. At the beginning of the Second 
World War, both New Zealand and Australia belonged to the British Empire, and hence had 
the obligation to fight on its behalf. These geographically isolated countries felt threatened by 
the constant attacks and asked for USA’s help once Britain was “too caught up in the fight”. 

Domino Effect – The domino effect theory was a policy introduced throughout the Cold War 
that stated a communist government would take over its neighbouring states, eventually 
spreading its ideology around the whole world like a pandemic and causing the fall of previous 
states.  

Containment – Containment was the strategic foreign policy elaborated by the USA in the late 
1940s to counter-attack the Soviet expansionist policy. It was created by the American 
diplomat George F. Kennan, who claimed the country should pursue a vigilant containment of 
the communists’ expansive tendencies through a long-term but firm policy in the hope that it 
would eventually lead to the USSR’s collapse. It was incorporated in the Truman Doctrine 
(1947) to assure the instant provision of military and economic aid to Greece and Turkey as 
well as in the Eisenhower Doctrine (1957), which provided the same services tp the Middle 
Eastern countries fighting against communist invasions.  
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