
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Human Rights – Research Report I 

 
Issue: Addressing the issue of women’s rights in Iran. 
 
 
Introduction to the Topic:  
 
Currently, the death of young Mahsa Amani, an Irani citizen who died under the custody of 
morality police for not wearing her hijab properly, has sparked deep social unrest in the 
country. The population began to question women's rights. The history of the Islamic regime 
oppressing women goes by preceding events as in 1979, after the revolution, a policy of making 
the hijab compulsory was passed. This act by the regime was claimed to be an anti-western 
action and part of Iran’s nationality. Furthermore, the state is strictly controlling women's 
bodies, which, according to the Human Rights Watch, affects “their right to take part in all 
aspects of public life including study, work and even leaving their home”. 
 
This event sparked a series of anti-regime protests which resulted in about 200 deaths. (ORF, 
2022). The protestors have been killed in brutal ways; Hadis Najafi was a victim being shot six 
times. This is highly problematic as civilians are in constant fear for their lives, extremely 
controlled by the regime. Mahsa Amani’s death was the catalyst for a revolution, as people are 
unsatisfied with the current political state of the country. 
 
In the meantime, more people have been executed. It would be relevant to refer to the latest 
events, namely, the duration of the protests, the fact that key personalities of the country have 
spoken against the ruthless methods of the government in dealing with the protests and the fact 
that some of these key personalities have been arrested and are being chased by the government.  
In addition to that, the government has alson announced a de-escalation on the morality-
police’s actions while continuing to persecute civilians.  
 
Protests are not confined in Iran as the Iranian community living abroad has been protesting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Source – Iran Human Rights. Together Against the Death Penalty, published by BBC, date. Retrieved on January 22nd 2023 
from https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-61256213 
 

Fig. 1.1 – Official and Unofficial Reports of Executions in Iran During 2021 
 
Moreover, there are various laws imposed promoting gender segregation, such as the 
legalization of child marriage, as girls as young as 13 years old can marry. This is highly 
harmful to the education, development and well-being of those girls. Another huge obstacle of 
Irani legislation is that it does not provide protection for women in the cases of domestic 
violence or marital rape. The numbers concerning this crime are extremely alarming as 66% of 
the women have been a victim of domestic violence in the country. The ‘honor killings’ are 
vastly common in Iran and 2,736 cases were reported in 2020, which highlights an increasing 
trend in this crime.  
 
Althought the country is under civil unrest it is deeply important to hilight the relevance of the 
hijab to the Islam culture, the hijab holds great importance for Muslim women. It is a symbol 
of modesty, piety, empowerment, and identity. It is a way for women to assert control over 
their own bodies, to reject the sexualization of women, and to assert their cultural and religious  



 

 

 

 

 

 

identity. The hijab is not just a piece of cloth, but it is also women are making a statement that 
they should be judged for their intelligence, character, and abilities, rather than their looks. The 
Quran, the holy book of Islam, instructs Muslim women to dress modestly and cover their 
heads. The hijab is one way in which women can fulfill this commandment, it represents faith.  

 

Background Information: 
 
Iran is a theocracy which can be defined as “government by divine guidance or by officials 
who are regarded as divinely guided. In many theocracies, government leaders are members of 
the clergy, and the state’s legal system is based on religious law.” to understand Irans current 
political state it is crucial to acknowledge the history of the islamic republic.  
 
The history of Iran's theocracy can be traced back to the Iranian Revolution of 1979, which led 
to the establishment of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The revolution was a popular uprising 
against the monarchy of Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, who had ruled Iran since 1941. The 
revolution was driven by a variety of factors, including economic grievances, political 
repression, and widespread dissatisfaction with the shah's regime. 

One of the key figures in the revolution was Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, a religious leader 
who had been exiled by the shah for his opposition to the monarchy. Khomeini's ideas about 
an Islamic government, based on the principle of velayat-e faqih, or "guardianship of the jurist," 
played a significant role in shaping the post-revolutionary government. 

After the fall of the shah's regime, Khomeini returned to Iran and played a central role in the 
formation of the new government. In April 1979, a referendum was held to establish the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, and Khomeini was elected as the country's first supreme leader. Under the 
new constitution, the supreme leader was given significant powers, including the ability to 
appoint or dismiss government officials, approve laws, and interpret the constitution. 

The early years of the Islamic Republic were marked by political and economic turmoil, as 
well as a brutal crackdown on political dissent. The government also faced a number of 
challenges, including a war with Iraq that lasted from 1980 to 1988, and economic sanctions 
imposed by the United States and other countries. 

Despite these challenges, the Islamic Republic has managed to survive and maintain its 
theocratic system of government for over four decades. The current supreme leader, Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei, has held the position since 1989 and continues to hold significant political  



 

 

 

 

 

 

power. The theocracy in Iran is reflected in the country's political structure, including the Majlis 
and the Assembly of Experts, both of which have a significant number of religious leaders.  

Furthermore the implementation of the hijab is The history of hijab law in Iran can be traced 
back to the Iranian Revolution of 1979, which led to the establishment of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran. The revolution was a popular uprising against the monarchy of Shah Mohammad Reza 
Pahlavi, who had ruled Iran since 1941. The new regime, led by Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, 
sought to establish an Islamic government based on religious and cultural traditions. 

One of the key policies implemented by the new regime was the mandatory wearing of the 
hijab, or Islamic headscarf, for women in Iran. The hijab law, which was put in place in the 
early days of the revolution, required all women to cover their hair in public. The law was 
justified as a way to promote modesty and to protect women from the unwanted attention of 
men. 

The enforcement of the hijab law was strict, and women who did not comply were often subject 
to harassment and punishment. This included fines, imprisonment, and even lashes. The law 
was particularly controversial because it was imposed on women of all ages, including young 
girls, and it was seen as a violation of their personal freedom. 

 
Past UN Actions: 
 
The UN has made a detailed report noting Iran’s violation of human rights in the country, with 
solutions addressing the problem of degrading of women in Iran: 

• The Special Rapporteur recommends that the Government, the judiciary and/or 
Parliament: 

a) Ratify the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women without reservations and ensure that legislation and policies are consistent with 
its obligations;  

b) End discrimination against women and girls within all aspects of family law;  
c) Implement measures to end child marriage, including by increasing the minimum age 

of marriage to 18 years;  
d) Ensure gender equality within the criminal justice system, including by increasing the 

age of criminal responsibility for men and women to 18 years; (e) Repeal legislation 
that mitigates, or exonerates perpetrators of, violence against women and girls, 
including for so-called honour killings and criminal acts within marriage, and ensure 
accountability for perpetrators; 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

e) Introduce effective legislation and policies to help prevent violence against women and 
girls and hold perpetrators accountable;  

f) Increase support services for victims of violence, including by providing more shelters 
and financial assistance, and provide necessary training to the police, judiciary and 
social workers;  

g) Repeal all laws and regulations that impose mandatory dress codes; 
 
Furthermore, the UN Women also made a public declaration stating their position in ensuring 
fundamental human rights “UN Women stands with the women of Iran in their rightful 
demands to protest injustice without reprisal, and to be free to exercise their bodily autonomy, 
including their choice of dress and also supports them in seeking accountability, and the 
upholding of their basic human rights as stipulated in the Charter of the United Nations.”. 
 
Iran was also removed from the UN Commission on the Status of Women 
(https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/12/1131722) 
 
 
Focus of the Debate: 
 
The main objective of the debate should be to improve womens rights in the country, but 
understanding the importance that the hijab has to the islamic society.  
This issue needs to be urgently discussed in the Human Rights committee. Measures for the 
protection of women in Iran need to be implemented. There needs to be an immediate stop the 
human rights violations and state abuse of power in the country of Iran.  
 
 
Glossary & Key Terms: 
 
Morality Police – A police force that enforces the laws related to Iran's conservative Islamic 
dress code. 
 
Honor Killings – The murder of a woman or girl by male family members. The killers justify 
their actions by claiming that the victim has brought dishonor upon the family 
name or prestige. 
 
Gender Segregation – Differences in patterns of representation of women and men in the 
labour market, public and political life, unpaid domestic work and caring, and in young  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
women’s and men’s choice of education. (EIGE)  
 
Domestic Violence – Also called "domestic abuse" or "intimate partner violence", can be defined 
as a pattern of behavior in any relationship that is used to gain or maintain power and control over 
an intimate partner. (UN) 
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Human Rights – Research Report II 
 
Issue: The use of forced labour in Qatar. 
 
 
Introduction to the Topic 
 
The football world cup always brings the world’s combined attention to one place. In 2022, 
this place was the state of Qatar. Abuse and exploitation of Qatar´s large migrant workforce, 
which comes mainly from south Asia, southeast Asia, and Africa, was brought to light in the 
wake of the world cup. 
 
There are about 2 million migrant workers in Qatar, which makes up 95% of all labourers in 
Qatar. Half of all migrant workers work in construction, for the past twelve years many of those 
jobs have been related to the preparation for the world cup. 
 
Qatar received heavy criticism from the international community for their treatment of migrant 
workers working on the infrastructure for the world cup and other projects as well. They 
received this international condemnation despite of the introduction of labour reforms, which 
aimed to improve conditions for workers, especially under extreme heat conditions. Labourers 
were often forced to work under the middle eastern sun in the summer in temperatures reaching 
and surpassing 45º C. The reforms also abolished the kafala system The labour reforms are 
largely considered unsuccessful mainly due to poor implementation and because oppressive 
policies of the kafala system remain in place.  
 
For example, as part of the reforms a minimum wage of 1,000 Qatari riyal (US$275) was 
introduced. However, due to poor enforcement of this new law, employers across the country 
still abuse the right for wages to be paid in full and on time. This abuse was only worsened due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Despite international scrutiny, Qatar has not made any figure on worker deaths publicly 
available, which makes it hard to have clear cut values on number of deaths or any sort of 
metric on conditions. This leaves the international community to make its own estimates, which 
are usually at least 6,500 deaths. Qatar does not publicly admit the conditions workers go 
through, and provides no support to the families of deceaded workers. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The majority of people living in Qatar are male foreign migrant workers and their number has 
only increased over time, especially in the construction sector. 
 

 
Source – Communicating terror: An analysis of isis communication ... - sciences po. Retrieved from 
https://www.sciencespo.fr/kuwait-program/wp-
content/uploads/2018/05/KSP_Paper_Award_Spring_2016_PELLERIN_Clara.pdf 
 

Fig. 1.1 – Number of Migrant Workers Over Time 
 
 
Background Information: 
 
The kafala system (or sponsorship system) is not unique to Qatar, it is also present in other 
middle eastern nations. It is a regime that allows an employer to dictate what rights a worker 
has access to. Under the system, the state gives companies or individuals freedom to employ 
foreign workers at their wish. Workers not hired by the state are not subject to its laws so are 
not protected by Qatar´s labour laws that apply to its own nationals. The sponsor is usually 
responsible for the transport of workers from their home country to the work site and are also 
expected to provide food and housing. Housing is often dorm-like with multiple people sharing 
a room and bathroom, conditions are often unsatisfactory in terms of hygiene and health safety. 
 
This system leaves workers exposed to unregulated exploitation and to their denial of rights. 
They are unable to form unions to enter a labour dispute. Also, because their sponsor brought  
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
them to Qatar and they are not employed by the state, their employment and residency visas 
are managed by the sponsor.  
 
This means that only the sponsor has permission to allow transfer of jobs, to terminate 
employment, and to allow entry or exit out of Qatar. They achieve this by holding availability 
of legal documents such as visas or passports. Any attempt at leaving without permission can 
and does result in harsh punishment such as suspension of any legal status, imprisonment, or 
deportation. This is the case even if the worker is fleeing severe conditions. Workers are left 
with no choice in the face of exploitation and often their best solution is to keep working in 
impossible conditions that may lead to death. Many experts argue that this is a modern from of 
slavery. 
 
 
Focus of the Debate: 
 
The focus of this debate will demand the delegates to reach a consensus that is suitable and 
expected in the 21rst century, where both developed and developing countries are able to assist 
in the common goal of protecting human rights when it comes to forced labour. Delegates are 
expected to work together with countries with common interests and viewpoints to reach a 
solution more beneficial for themselves and for everyone. Futhermore, it should be debated on 
how human right transgressions of this scale can be avoided, so it may not happen in the future. 
It is encouraged to find and present creative and innovative solutions on how to solve this 
important issue.  
 
 
Past UN Actions: 
 
In march 2022 a UNHRC published its findings on the plurinational state of Qatar and 
recommended the Qatar government intensify its efforts to prevent the death of migrant 
workers, in particular by ensuring the strict enforcement adopted measures to protect the 
safety and health of workers, and the legal framework concerning investigations of 
workplace incidents and reparations for the families.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Glossary & Key Terms:  
 
Modern Slavery – Modern slavery includes human trafficking; This is when victims are taken 
between countries or around a country so they can be exploited, most often in sex trafficking 
or forced labour. 
 
World Cup – A football competition that happens every four years between national teams 
from several countries. It is hosted in a different country every time. 
 
Migrant Workforce – The people engaged in work in a country across all industries that come 
from another country. 
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Human Rights – Research Report III 
 
Issue: Sudan: The issue of ethnic cleansing in Darfur 
 
Introduction to the Topic: 
 
Ever since the days of decolonisation, in 1956, Sudan has always seen civil conflict. More 
specifically in Darfur, a region inside Sudan, similar in size to Spain or France. It has a 
population of approximately six million people and is home to nearly 100 indigenous tribes of 
various religions. There are varying lifestyles in Darfur, some tribes are nomadic or pastoral 
preferring to travel the region with their livestock, while other tribes are more sedentary, and 
farmers, who stay settled in their own land and move around less. Most nomadic tribes identify 
as being Arab descendent while most sedentary tribes claim to be of black African descent. 
Regardless, most are Muslims.  
 

 
 

Source – Darfur (no date) Encyclopædia Britannica. Encyclopædia Britannica, inc. Retrieved 20th January 2023 from: 
https://www.britannica.com/place/Darfur 
 

Fig. 1.1 – Map of Sudan (Darfur is highlighted) 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Background Information: 
 
Sudan was under British imperial rule from 1916 to 1956, however in this period there was 
almost no investment in the Darfur region as it was seen as too remote and of little value. 
Consequently, the region was left underdeveloped.  
 
When the British left Sudan in 1956, the northern Arab elite claimed power in Sudan and did 
little to improve the development of the Darfur region and continued to marginalize the region. 
The ruling Arab elite only compromised 5% of the total population of Sudan and concentrated 
economic development and all government action on the capital of Khartoum and Port Sudan, 
choosing to ignore the rest of the ethically indigenous population, which made up most of 
society in the vast rural areas in Sudan including Darfur.  They have an ideology where being 
an Arab is superior and being from an indigenous African tribe is seen being inferior. This 
ideology has been used to divide the country and has been used as a pretext for much of the 
ethical violence, including genocides, committed in the country since decolonisation 70 years 
ago.  
 
One of the main figure heads responsible for the violence in Darfur is the former president of 
the country, Al-Bashir. He was a military officer who fought alongside Egypt in the 1973 war 
against Israel. He orchestrated the military coup in 1989 that ousted the old, elected 
government. He became chairman of the Revolutionary Command Council for National 
Salvation, which ruled the country. He took away freedom of speech, controlled the press, 
banned all political parties, and dissolved parliament. In March 1991 he instated Islamic law 
in Sudan, only furthering the divides between the indigenous African tribes and the ruling Arab 
class, and as a result driving a wedge between the Arab north with the capital and the more 
rural and underdeveloped south, which is predominantly Christian and Animist. On 12th March 
2000, Al-Bashir declared a 3-month state of emergency which over time he extended 
indefinitely. In the south the SPLA (Sudan People´s Liberation Army) waged war against Al-
Bashir´s government, and as a result millions of southerners were displaced, and countless 
atrocities were committed by both sides. 
 
In 2003, rebel black African groups in Darfur claimed they were receiving unfair treatment 
from the government in Khartoum and launched an attack. To combat the uprising, Al-Bashir 
enlisted the help of an armed Arab militia commonly known as the Janjaweed. The Janjaweed 
group prevented international aid from reaching groups in need in Darfur, and used scorched 
earth tactics, poisoned wells, and used mass executions to fight the rebels. They worked in 
conjunction with the Sudanese air force, which is equipped with modern Russian and Chinese 
fighter jets and ground attack aircraft, to bomb and burn villages and killing or displacing all  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
its inhabitants regardless of sex or age. Over two million people were displaced, women have 
been systematically raped, and nearly 400,000 were killed since the start of the violence 
committed by the Janjaweed. One ICC (International Criminal Court) prosecutor labelled their 
actions as a genocide against the indigenous black African people of Darfur.  
 
As international pressure mounted, the Sudanese government allowed a joint AU (African 
Union) and UN peacekeeping mission that began in 2008, this mission is known as UNAMID 
(African Union-United Nations Hybrid Operation in Darfur) In July of the same year, the chief 
ICC prosecutor called for an arrest warrant for Al-Bashir with counts of crimes against 
humanity, war crimes, and genocide in Darfur against the indigenous Black African tribes. 
Two arrest warrants were issued by the ICC, one in March 2009, including crimes against 
humanity and war crimes, and another was issued in July 2010, which included genocide. This 
was the first time a head of state received such a warrant by the ICC. However, the Sudanese 
government denied the charges and defended Al-Bashir´s innocence.  
 
In July 2011, South Sudan became an independent country which was a big step in reducing 
violence in Sudan. However, civilians across Sudan still remain at risk of political violence 
especially in disputed areas. 
 

 
Source – Map: Sudan & south sudan's disputed territories (no date) Political Geography Now. Retrieved 19th December 2022 
from: https://www.polgeonow.com/2012/05/feature-sudan-south-sudan-border_26.html 

 
Fig. 1.2 – Sudan & South Sudan Border Conflict 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the 6th of April, 2019, Al-Bashir was deposed peacefully by protests that had been going 
on for over three years due to poor conditions around the country. Currently the country is in a 
transition period toward democracy and the appointed prime minister is currently Osman 
Hussein. He has been serving since 19 January 2022. Even if the current regime does not 
formally support the former Janjaweed, they still exist as the military transition council. The 
group still poses a big threat toward ordinary citizens, before Al-Bashir´s deposition the group 
opened fire on protestors in Khartoum killing 130 people, and they still carry out acts of ethnic 
cleansing in the Darfur region. The UNAMID operation ended in December of 2020, as their 
presence was no longer justified. However, even though violence is not at the levels it used to 
be, systematic violence against the indigenous people of Darfur still persists under the new 
political landscape, and still to this day there are millions of displaced people in refugee camps 
around Darfur. The region and its many inhabitants are still largely neglected. 
 
Focus of the Debate: 
 
Delegates should work together with their allies to arrive at a solution on how to stop the 
violence in the Darfur region, that is beneficial toward their own country and helps in resolving 
the issue of mass violence in Darfur.  
 
Glossary & Key Terms: 
 
Genocide – The intentional killing of a particular nation or ethnic group with the aim of 
destroying said group. 
 
Decolonisation – The process of a state withdrawing from a former colony and leaving it 
independent 
 
UNAMID – The African Union-United Nations Hybrid Operation in Darfur, was a 
peacekeeping mission. The mission helped establish some stability in the region and it gave 
access to humanitarian aid for millions in Darfur. 

 
ICC – The International Criminal Court is a UN court. It´s job is to prosecute those accused of 
war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide. 
 
UN Peacekeeping Mission – A military force that provides security, and the political and 
peacebuilding support to help countries make the early transition from conflict to peace. The  
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
force itself is comprised of impartial members that avoid using force and only do so in self-
defence and to protect the peace and the mandate. 
 
 
Past UN Actions: 
 
UNAMID- The joint AU-UN peacekeeping operation in Darfur that started in 2007 with full 
deployment in 2008. The Sudanese government initially rejected the force in 2006 despite a 
successful UNSC (United Nations Security Council) resolution that called fro the expansion of 
forces into the Darfur region. The operation ended in December 2020 due to difficult logistics 
and the conflict having been reduced in size. 
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