
 

 

 

 

 

General Assembly – Research Report I 

 

Issue: Addressing the issue of the EU dependence on Russian Oil and Gas. 

 

Introduction to the Topic: 

For the previous five years, between 57% and 60% of the EU's total energy consumption has 
come from imported fossil fuels (coal, oil, and gas). Even if domestic production of renewable 
energy sources has significantly expanded in recent years, the EU continues to be reliant on 
imports for its hard coal (70%), gas (90% of consumption), and lignite (97%). 

In 2021, Russia alone supplied the EU with almost 45% of its total gas imports. This number 
has often been in the range of 40% throughout the last few years. Russia was also the top 
supplier of crude oil to the EU (27%) and continues to be the top supplier (46%) in the hard 
coal industry. 

Proven in the graphs below, in 2021, several European countries were found to be extremely 
reliant on Russian gas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source – Share of gas supplu from Russia in Europe in 2021, published by Statista on Juky 14, 2022. Retrieved on the 25th of 
November 2022 from https://www.statista.com/statistics/1201743/russian-gas-dependence-in-europe-by-country/ 

Fig. 1.1 –  Dependence on Russian Gas by European Country 2021 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The major reason of the current European dependence on Russian gas and oil is its availability 
and easy transportation through famed and notable building of pipelines. The Druzhba pipeline, 
for example, one of the largest oil pipeline networks in the world, was put into operation in 
1964 and remains functioning in 2022.  

Additionally, the significance of gas and oil imports from Russia increased recently as several 
countries attempted to stop the production of coal and nuclear power, decreasing the production 
from their own gas fields. Plus, due to the depletion of the North Sea gas fields, which are a 
significant source of natural gas production for various nations, this production fell.  

However, due to Russia's approach over the years of using its oil to manipulate the EU, 
discussions regarding diversifying oil imports inside the EU have been ongoing for a long time. 
For instance, during disputes over natural gas in 2006 and 2009, Russia shut down pipelines as 
a tactic of extortion and coercion. Consequently, the EU has been investigating ways to detach 
from this Russian dependence.   

Yet, the issue of gas supply to Europe escalated quickly in the wake of Russia´s invasion of 
Ukraine.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source – World Energy Outlook 2022, published by the International Energy Agency, October 2022. Retrieved on the 27th of 
November 2022 from https://iea.blob.core.windows.net/assets/c282400e-00b0-4edf-9a8e-
6f2ca6536ec8/WorldEnergyOutlook2022.pdf 

Fig. 1.2 – Natural gas pipeline flows from Russia to the EU and Turkiye since January 2022 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Russia attacked Ukraine on February 24th, 2022, further escalating the Russo-Ukrainian War. 
With an estimated 8 million people displaced within the country by late May and 7.8 million 
Ukrainians fleeing the country as of November 8th 2022, the invasion has led in about tens of 
thousands of dead on both sides and triggered Europe's largest refugee crisis since World War 
II. 

Between July 2021 and July 2022, gas prices increased by 150% on a European scale. Since 
May, the Yamal Europe pipeline, a natural gas distribution system running across four 
countries including Russia, Belarus, Poland, and Germany, has been closed. Plus, while the 
Kremlin has asserted that the Nord Stream 1 pipeline shutdown is due to maintenance reasons, 
analysts think it was done to manipulate gas prices and put pressure on Europe's energy 
infrastructure. In addition, for the first time since 2008, Brent oil prices increased to levels 
above $130 per barrel.  

Furthermore, when comparing mid-2021 to the same quarter in 2020, Gazprom's supply of 
piped gas to the EU market fell by 25% in 2021 and Russia also wasn´t able to fill the storage 
sites in the EU to adequate levels. Fuel prices continue to rise because of Russia's provocative 
and unjustified attacks on Ukraine, raising concerns about the EU's energy security.  

To tackle their energy shortages, coal has re-emerged as a fuel of choice even in places with 
strong commitments to green energy. For instance, the German government has approved 
plans to restart decommissioned coal-fired power plants. 

All the aforementioned factors have led to a significant decrease in the EU's power generation 
capacity, which has a negative impact on inflation and jeopardizes the EU's competitiveness. 

Moreover, in the wake of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, Germany suspended construction 
on the Nord Stream II Baltic Sea gas pipeline project in February 2022. The pipeline was in-
tended to double the flow of Russian gas directly to Germany and to therefore relieve pressure 
on governments that have already spent billions to attempt to mitigate the impact on consumers 
as well as on European consumers who are suffering record energy prices amid a broader post-
pandemic cost of living problem. 

Germany argued that the Nord Stream II was primarily a commercial project to diversify en-
ergy supplies for Europe. However, no matter the potential benefits, the pipeline was opposed 
by both the European Union and the US on the grounds that it would increase Europe's reliance 
on Russian energy supplies, deny transit revenues to Ukraine, the country that hosts a second 
Russian gas pipeline, and make Ukraine more vulnerable to Russian invasion.Therefore, such  



 

 

 

 

 

an important project which was intended to be a large part of gas and oil supply to Europe was 
interrupted, urging these countries to find other solutions.  

The EU has been attempting to find other alternatives of gas and oil. In 2021, the EU imported 
83% of its natural gas. Gas imports from Russia to the EU have dramatically decreased since 
Russia invaded Ukraine. Liquid natural gas (LNG) imports, primarily from the US, have 
sharply increased to partially offset this. In the first half of 2022, LNG accounted for over 25% 
primarily from the US, Qatar, and Nigeria. Additionally, Algeria (over 10% in the first half of 
2022) and Norway (over 22% of imports in the first half 2022) are two additional gas suppliers 
to the EU outside Russia.  

The market share held by Russia until the second half of 2021 was close to 50%. Since then, the 
market share of other suppliers has begun to expand while the share of Russian gas has started 
to fall sharply. In particular, in 2022, this trend accelerated. Russia accounted for 17.2% of the 
EU's gas imports in August 2022.The graph below shows such EU diversification away from 
Russian gas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source –Consilium. Retrieved on the 9th of January 2023 from https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/infographics/eu-gas-sup-
ply/#:~:text=In%20August%202022%2C%20Russia's%20share,the%20US%2C%20Qatar%20and%20Nigeria 

Fig. 1.3 - Where does the EU's gas come from? (2022) 



 

 

 

 

 

Additionally, Green Energy has been seen as another alternative. For instance, record levels of 
solar power have saved the EU nearly $29 billion in fossil gas imports in the summer of 2022. 
This has been seen as essential in helping Europe reduce its reliance on Russian oil and gas. 
More recent measures include a €28 billion German renewable energy scheme which was 
approved by the EU. The policy aims to rapidly expand the use of wind and solar energy and 
intends to meet Germany's goal of generating 80% of its electricity from renewable sources by 
2030. 

 

Past UN Actions: 

• To address such energy dependency, the 27 EU leaders agreed to the Versailles 
Declaration in March 2022. The aim was for the EU to eliminate its reliance on Russian 
fossil resources rapidly. Also, in late May, a ban on around 90% of all Russian oil 
imports (apart from crude oil temporarily) was decided by the European Council by the 
end of 2022.  
 

• One month later, the EU leaders invited the European Commission to investigate with 
international partners methods to stifle growing energy prices, including the ability of 
presenting temporary price ceilings where applicable.  
 

• With regards to high prices, to aid citizens and businesses which are the most affected 
by the energy crisis, the EU countries adopted emergency regulations on the 6th of 
October 2022. Three emergency measures were included: the reduction of electricity 
use, the capping of the revenues of electricity producers, and having fossil fuel 
businesses secure a contribution.  

 

Focus of the Debate: 

Delegates are expected to reach a consensus as to which measures should be implemented to 
tackle Europe´s current dependence on Russian oil and gas, and how such measures might 
impact countries inside and outside the EU, as well as Ukraine and the ongoing war. 
Consequences such as the possible increase in inflation rate together with decrease in social 
welfare should also be taken into account. Delegates should create their own solutions, for 
instance, ranging from finding alternatives and investing in them to spreading awareness and 
saving household energy, and question if these are to be effective or not.  

 



 

 

 

 

Glossary & Key Terms:  

Gazprom – A Russian majority state-owned multinational energy corporation. 

Nord Stream 1 – A natural gas pipeline through the Baltic Sea which is a key factor in securing 
energy security in Europe. 

Brent Oil – Brent is the name given to a relatively light crude oil made from a blend of crudes 
from 19 oil fields in the North Sea. 
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General Assembly – Research Report II 
 
 
Issue: The issue of climate imbalance between the richer and poorer countries 
 
 
Introduction to the Topic: 
 
Although the effects of climate change are already having a negative impact on people's 
lives, they are not being felt evenly everywhere. The majority of the crisis' effects are 
being felt by citizens of poorer nations and localities. Balance must be restored, damage 
to these people's lives must be repaired, and those most responsible for the climate crisis 
must be held accountable. 
 
The ones least able to adapt have already seen an increase in temperatures of 1°C. 
Following catastrophic droughts and storms, millions of people in southern Africa are 
suffering from food insecurity. In some areas of Pakistan and India, summertime 
temperatures can reach 51°C, which is dangerous for human health. In Guatemala, 
diseases are spreading, and crops are failing, and settlements in Peru are in danger due to 
glacier melt. In Bangladesh, sea water contaminates people's agriculture, driving them off 
their land and into the city. Here, they are frequently compelled to accept taxing, low-
paying employment. Women in Kenya's rural areas must travel an increasing distance to 
acquire clean water. 
 
 
Background Information:  
 
Climate impacts are felt globally, but no matter where we are, how well we can adapt 
relies on our financial situation. Wealthy people have the resources or insurance to pay 
for an immediate retreat to safety, interim housing, and rebuilding or relocation 
expenditures. However, the poor might not be able to evacuate, might not have 
dependable access to food, water, housing, or energy, and may not be able to purchase or 
obtain insurance. Additionally, they might have been the targets of discriminating 
corporate and governmental policies that unfairly exposed them to hazards that could 
have been avoided. 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
According to data from the World Bank, the average individual in the UK emits 65 times 
as much carbon as someone in Malawi. Citizens of the US, Canada, and Australia emit 
more than 150 times as much. These (already wildly disproportionate numbers) do not 
take into account the carbon emissions produced during the manufacturing and 
transportation of the equipment we use, the food we consume, or the clothing we wear.  
 
At the same time, Mozambique, the sixth-poorest nation in the world, shoulders the 
burden of more than $3.2 billion in losses and damages as a result of two catastrophic 
cyclones in 2019. Civil Society Review estimates that by 2030, the cost of repairing 
climate change-related harm will be between $300 and $700 billion. 
 

 
Source – Energy & Environment | Wealthy Nations Lead Per-Capita Emissions | Published on March 1st 2021 on 
Statista | Retrieved on January 19th 2023 from https://www.statista.com/chart/24306/carbon-emissions-per-capita-by-
country/ 

Fig. 1.1 – Wealthy Nations Lead Per-Capita Emissions 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Source – Sustainability | Countries Most Affected by Climate Change | N.D. | Retrieved on January 19th 2023 from 
https://www.iberdrola.com/sustainability/top-countries-most-affected-by-climate-change 
 

Fig. 1.2 – The 5 Countries Most Affected by Climate Change in the 21st Century 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source – CO2 emissions for the wealthiest 5% have surged, published by the Financial Times on May 21st, 2021. 
Retrieved November 29th 2022, from: 
https://www.ft.com/content/4788beae-9035-4449-b5cd-200dc7b6ea9d 
 

Fig. 1.3 – Evolution of CO2 Emissions of Poorest and Wealthiest countries between 
1990 and 2015 

 
 
According to the UN's 2020 Emissions Gap report, the richest 1% would need to reduce 
their carbon footprint "by at least a factor of 30" by 2030 in order to meet the 2015 Paris 
Agreement's goal of keeping global temperature increases to 1.5C. Most of the activities 
performed by the wealthy result in increased emissions, including living in larger homes, 
driving larger automobiles, traveling by plane more frequently, eating more meat, and 
even possessing a swimming pool. 
Ever since the first climate talks in the 1990s, officials have debated which countries—
developed or developing—are more to blame for climate change and should therefore 
curb their emissions. 
 
Developing countries argue that developed countries have emitted more greenhouse gases 
over time. They say these developed countries should now carry more of the burden 
because they were able to grow their economies without restraint. Indeed, the United 
States has emitted the most of all time, followed by the European Union (EU).  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Most experts say that the Paris Agreement has not been very effective. Countries’ pledges 
are not ambitious enough and will not be enacted quickly enough to limit global 
temperature rise to 1.5°C. Policies as of late 2021 could result in a 2.7°C (4.9°F) rise by 
2100, according to the Climate Action Tracker compiled by Germany-based nonprofits 
Climate Analytics and the NewClimate Institute. 
 
“The Paris Agreement is not enough. Even at the time of negotiation, it was recognized 
as not being enough,” says CFR’s Hill. “It was only a first step, and the expectation was 
that as time went on, countries would return with greater ambition to cut their emissions.” 
 
Companies are a significant source of emissions, and several prominent corporations have 
stated that they will endeavor to cut their emissions. Some have committed to become 
carbon neutral, while others have stated that they will become carbon negative, which 
means that they will take more carbon from the atmosphere than they emit. Hundreds of 
financial organizations promised to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050 as part of the 
Glasgow Financial Alliance for Net Zero (GFANZ) at COP26. However, some 
companies have threatened to withdraw, while others have not revealed plans on how 
they will achieve that goal. As a result, some opponents have accused some of these 
corporations of greenwashing, or portraying oneself as environmentally concerned while 
engaging in damaging practices. 
 
 
Past UN Actions: 
 

• UNEP & WMO | Scientific Assessment of Ozone Depletion 
The 2022 WMO/ United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Ozone Assessment 
is the 11th in the series of Assessments and contains the most up-to-date understanding 
of ozone depletion, reflecting the thinking of hundreds of international scientific experts 
who contribute to its preparation and review. 

• WMO | Executive Action Plan for the Early Warnings for All 
The Executive Action Plan for the Early Warnings for All initiative calls for initial new 
targeted investments between 2023 and 2027 of US$ 3.1 billion – a sum which would be 
dwarfed by the benefits. This is a small fraction (about 6 percent) of the requested US$ 
50 billion in adaptation financing. 

• WMO | Provisional State of the Global Climate 2022 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WMO State of the Global Climate uses seven Climate Indicators to describe the changing 
climate—providing a broad view of the climate at a global scale. They are used to monitor 
the domains most relevant to climate change, including the composition of the 
atmosphere, the energy changes that arise from the accumulation of greenhouse gases and 
other factors, as well as the responses of land, oceans and ice. 
 
 
Focus of the Debate & Significant Parties: 

The debate will be highly focused on the delegates’ urge to come up with unique and 
diplomatic solutions that take on the root of the problem, in order to ensure that the 
climate imbalance between the richer and poorer countries is diminished. International 
engagement is critical to secure this objective, and the cooperation of the entire global 
community is necessary to foster a better future for our planet.  

Japan – Heavy rains, heat waves, the Osaka earthquake and Jebi typhoon, which ravaged 
Japan in 2018, made it the most threatened country in the world by climate change. 
Weather events themselves were behind 1,282 deaths on the island — 1.01 per 100,000 
inhabitants — and caused economic losses of 35,839 million dollars and a collapse of per 
capita Gross Domestic Product of 0.64%. 

Philippines – Typhoon Mangkhut's passage through the Philippines in 2018 affected 
more than 250,000 people across the country and left at least 59 dead due to torrential 
rainfall. According to Germanwatch, extreme weather events caused a total of 455 deaths 
in the country that year — 0.43 per 100,000 inhabitants — as well as more than 4,540 
million US dollars in economic losses and a drop in GDP of 0.48% per capita. 

Germany – The German country ranks the third position of the most affected countries 
by climate risk due to the heat wave it suffered in 2018, the hottest year in its history with 
damages of more than 3,500 million dollars for the agricultural sector. The weather events 
in Germany caused a total of 1,246 deaths — 1.5 per 100,000 inhabitants — losses of 
5,038 million dollars and a decrease in per capita GDP of 0.12%. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Glossary & Key Terms: 

Carbon Dioxide – The chemical compound carbon dioxide is the primary greenhouse 
gas and driver of climate change.  

Greenhouse Gas – A greenhouse gas is a chemical compound found in the Earth’s 
atmosphere, such as carbon dioxide, methane, water vapor, and other human-made gases. 
These gases allow much of the solar radiation to enter the atmosphere, where the energy 
strikes the Earth and warms the surface. Some of this energy is reflected back towards 
space as infrared radiation. A portion of this outgoing radiation bounces off the 
greenhouse gases, trapping the radiation in the atmosphere in the form of heat. The more 
greenhouse gas molecules there are in the atmosphere, the more heat is trapped, and the 
warmer it will become. 

Emissions – In the climate change space, emissions refer to greenhouse gases released 
into the air that are produced by numerous activities, including burning fossil fuels, 
industrial agriculture, and melting permafrost, to name a few. These gases cause heat to 
be trapped in the atmosphere, slowly increasing the Earth’s temperature over time. 

Fossil Fuels – Fossil fuels are sources of non-renewable energy, formed from the remains 
of living organisms that were buried millions of years ago. Burning fossil fuels like coal 
and oil to produce energy is where the majority of greenhouse gases originate. As the 
world has developed and demand for energy has grown, we’ve burned more fossil fuels, 
causing more greenhouse gases to be trapped in the atmosphere and air temperatures to 
rise. 
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